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PREFACE ais

Prof. Zhou Jian Secretary-General of WHITRAP
A BEEBRSCER TR X EFIE~ ) SHRP OB

his new Issue of WHITRAP Newsletter — with a revised graphic

layout — offers an overview of the main activities undertaken by
WHITRAP in the period May-July 2019. The “News" section, listing
meetings and short missions undertaken by the Institute, is now
similar to what presented on WHITRAP Social Media account, while
more relevant issues are detailed in the “In Focus” section.

This issue focuses on the two major events took place in the past
months: the June 2019 Africa-China Forum on World Heritage
Capacity Building and Cooperation, and the yearly meeting of the
World Heritage Committee in Baku, Azerbaijan (June 30" - July
10%).

Organized by the World Heritage Centre in colloboration with
the National Commission of the People’'s Republic of China
for UNESCO and the african World Heritage Fund, the Forum
aimed at establishing a platform for engagement between
different African and Chinese stakeholders to link heritage and
development. The Newsletter outlines the multiplicity and richness
of African World heritage, with a specific attention to cities to
highlight the relevance of the HUL Recommendation in the
continent.

The 43" session of the WH Committee inscribed 10 new properties
from the Asia Pacific region in the WH List. The debates and the
events directly connected to our mandate that took place in
Baku are presented to the readers. They provide a glimpse of the
work of the Committee and of the challenges lying ahead for the
preservation of heritage, in all its multiple facets, in the Asia-Pacific
Region.

Finally, the last section details the research and academic activities
of WHITRAP, presenting the scientific conferences, academic
lectures, and publications we attended, organised and published
to comply with our mandate as regional training and research
Institute.
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NEWS #rE]

Meetings, events, and field missions from May to July 2019

2019 £ 5 BE 7 AMNSIN. EnhlEtiE R

WHITRAP Development Meeting at China UNESCO Nat-Com
FERKSEHRARLEZRSFREARPOLARETTEHS

n April 25" 2019, the Secretary-General of the UNESCO

National Commission Qin Changwei, Deputy Zhou Jiagui,
Director of Science and Culture Shen Yuxi, Vice President of Peking
University Wang Bo, Executive Vice President of Tongji University
Wu Jiang, Deputy Secretary General of Suzhou Municipal People's
Government Zhang Wei, and the three branches of WHITRAP
met in Beijing. The participants agreed to support WHITRAP and
design mechanisms to strengthen coordination among the three

2019 4B 25, PERRXERLEERRENNREDLT
WHITRAP =AM ORIMEASN . 2 EERSNBRESE, WP
KEARSR, BEXWAMKBER, ItRRFEIRKERE, BFAFEHIT
BIEFEMT, BMNHARBFRIMPBHKS, MUER=FOMMBL%
BAHETHAREN. S2ERBIEX WHITRAP RISZRE, HHE
BIE—ME, LUmE=/F0Z ERgHE .

Fortress Civilisation Forum in Yangcheng
PRI & ERieIn

hina has preserved many castles and fortified villages of great
historic and architectural interest. Shanxi Province, along the
Taihang Mountains and the Qin River, is particularly endowed with
similar sites and is considering developing a serial World Heritage
nomination. Yangcheng Government and the China Cultural Relics
Academy invited WHITRAP Shanghai to participate in the “East
and West Fortress Civilization Forum” to discuss protection, re-
use and conservation practices in the East and the West. On April
28-29, Ms Marie-Noel Tournoux and Ms Zhang Zhuo attended the
meeting and presented a paper on ‘Conservation and Protection of
Castles in France and Europe’
FERETRELENEENERTF 7 HRETNER. LUFAE
KITWIRE. iR, BETERSHONEE, FitEEELE
HERIBEERE. FPOMBEEBMEII - BREL L, k8L
T ERBAFF R EXFREIE TSN 7T LRSS EZE D
“IRAAAHENEICE , BWEUZLTRNET A “TEEREK
NEf X HRIFRIPSHER” RS,

Meeting in Beijing © Lu W./ WHITRAP 2019
2WIF © fEf / LAREH0 2019

Huangcheng Xiangfu © MN. Tournoux / WHITRAP
SRR © IBEmESCRL - BIRSS / WAREFHi0 2019



Wuhan: Hanzhen Street Rejuvenation Seminar

EOX: XEHZTXUZEXERAITE

imone Ricca participated in the Expert Seminar “Return of

Hanzheng Street -Rejuvenation of Multiculturalism”, held on 9™
May in Wuhan. The seminar focused on the history of Hanzheng
Street in Hankou, Wuhan in the framework of the ongoing urban
renewal plan. Zhang Wentong, Wuhan Vice-Mayor, and Prof Wu
Zhigiang, Vice-President Tongji University introduced the event.
WITHRAP's intervention underlined the relevance of physical
and intangible heritage elements of each city for urban renewal
projects.

s - B RS2 2019545 B 9 HFRINEFDNERICER I
EAREK - NEHSTXUZEXERITR” . FHTKBERM7TEIX
MR O X IETEFH TR E Frit RIEZR AT N EE BRI . &
NBITIKIEZ, RFAZFEIRKRERSMT AR ?ﬂaEF"UIE
TYRMARRIEF TR SR E X RER .

Hangzhou, Asian Cuisine Festival 2019
T, 2019 WINERT

angzhou Municipality invited Simone Ricca, WHITRAP

Shanghai, to the opening of the Asian Cuisine Festival — "Food
as a Carrier of the Culture, Harmony without Uniformity’, held
on 15" May in Hangzhou, and to the parallel scientific forums on
“‘Asian Cuisine and Human Civilizations” and "Tea Culture". Simone
Ricca discussed with the participants the interaction between
sustainable agricultural practices, high-quality food production and
cuisine, and the role of UNESCO Conventions in their preservation.

MMNTEHERBEARE - EREMTENEDNLNERTHE
‘to EETHEAER “LIEHX, ImAE" . B, ERfRARIE
AT “TMEEFIAZEIE” 1 ‘B AXRTFSNEIELSE.
AARE - BERRASSE WIS T IRENKIAER, SRENEREF
SEZENEMRR, URBRSERANERX R TERIER.

Wuhan Urban Renewal © S. Ricca / WHITRAP 2019
I EH © xR - B/ WAEF+H0 2019

T

Aswan Cuisine Festival © S. Ricca / WHITRAP 2019
TR © Az - B~/ WXEF+0 2019

Symposium on Digital Cultural Heritage at CAUP

EF BRSSPI FR R~ HF RPN S

n May 29" 2019, Dr Antonius Wiriadjaja (Indonesian

Institute of the Arts) gave a lecture titled “When Legacy
Meets Technology: Collecting and Representing the Heritage of
Central Java with New Media" at the “Symposium on the Digital
Conservation of Cultural Heritage”, CAUP, Tongji University. Simone
Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai, contributed to the roundtable debate
on digital technology and the preservation and transmission of
tangible and intangible heritage, with professors from CAUP and

2019 5 B 29 H, ENERATLZAZERM Antonius Wiriadjaja
BEERFAS CAUP B “MEFHFRF s LRFREAE
B BFERKREIINRRONESRF" g . g
ORI - B£5 CAUP AN KZE LB RNEIELESS5THE
KHFEAURBEALE T RPFEENREEHC .

The Participtants © CAUP 2019
225K 0 CAUP 2019

World Heritage Promotion in Hangzhou High School
“EFEANRERE, BIARAEARE RINBEEATRE

On 12" May, 2019, Ms Li Hong, represented WHITRAP as a judge
in “Heritage Knowledge Promoted in High School, Supporting
the Success of the Nomination of Liangzhu Site” competition.
The activity was supported by the Hangzhou Liangzhu Site
Administration Committee, Hangzhou Tongxinyuan Public Welfare,
WHITRAP Shanghai, Zhejiang Provincial Archaeological Institute,
and Zhejiang Educational Channel News Network. Six teams from
Hangzhou No. 11 High School took part in the competition.

20195 B 12 B, REBFOFILLEMTFRLFET &~
FIRBHRE, BIORERIR” RUBIEARE, RAFEHMN BRI
EEXEEERS. ’fn, NEOBEFRAERS DO IIEXXEEH
FET. AMIHEMEREN. FLEHOE. ft—PRZLUER
B AERESREXWHBE LIRS, E8 T RIP SRS

Awarding © Hangzhou No. 11 High School 2019
K EBPOELZ T IREZEME © FNE+—FhF

Dazhangshan Tea Landscape - Benetton Foundation Award

ABULUBNFE - THBEEETSR

nna-Paola Pola of WHITRAP Shanghai participated in the

International Seminar organized by the Benetton Foundation
on March 11" 2019 to celebrate the International Carlo Scarpa Prize
for Gardens awarded to the Dazhangshan Tea Gardens in Wuyuan
County, a contemporary landscape cultivated according to strict
agro-ecological criteria of organic farming. Ms Pola also attended
the opening of the exhibition The Ground the Have in Common
and the launch of the Book The Tea Gardens of Dazhangshan.

20193 B 11 B, BESROMORMERE - SHSMT B
BEESLFDNERMTS, BE, BR-RsiRBeEREET 7™
BERNENRIESFERRNSAEN: FEEREXSLFE.
FRLZETESMT “RAG—" BRIOFEI, UKk (KEBBULFE) —
PBRIKRM

New AAHM Executive Committee
INEFERBES—BRITERSTE

n June 4" 2019, Prof Shao Yong (CAUP-Tongji Un.) represented
WHITRAP in Bangkok at the Asian Academy for Heritage
Management (AAHM) meeting organized by UNESCO Bangkok,
Hong Kong University and Southeast University, China with
support from Korea. AAHM will help filling competency gaps in
cultural heritage management training and education through
research conferences, field schools and other joint activities. Tongji/
WHITRAP and other Asia-Pacific leading Institutions joined AAHM.
201946 B 4 B, BE#UTE (CAUP /AFAE) REAFK
—7—*DEF“L.\2‘<JJDT HESEHRIAER, B EFRFSEEHRF
N REAZMNEBAZHETDNTMNEFEERZLSWNIEX Y
EF%E%’%?&%EHW%} AAHM BT AR EICIR, EF-HFRA
HBATESERBEM RS BEIFE a0, “RAFAZE/
WHITRAP” HiEAf—EBHIMEFERESNTERRER.

Exh\blt\on Opening © AP. Pola / WHITRAP 2019
TR © RPN R/ WAEFHL 2019

AAHM Meeting © UNESCO Bangkok 2019
AAHM &Y © XEEHRIX €% 2019



Workshop on the Hailongtun Protection Regulation of Zunyi City

(EXMBEREFRIPFEA) BEXKE

On June 5" 2019, Ms. Li Hong of WHITRAP Shanghai was invited
to attend the workshop on the Protection Regulations of Zunyi
City in the Hailongtun Tusi World Heritage Site (Cuizhou Province),
organized by the Standing Committee of Zunyi Municipal People's
Congress. In her speech, Ms Li said that Hailongtun still has
much to do in terms of protection, management and sustainable
development, and confirmed that WHITRAP Shanghai will
continue providing technical assistance to the local government.
201946 B 5 H, HLBHOFIZEREHFETHENHAK
BELIHMN ‘5 (BXHBREHEPEL) 7 EXs, HFESNLER
o BERs FEFRRNBRTEERP. B8, ASEARETEEEM
Bin, ¥ EBPOEAMAEBFSERERAE.

China Planning Association Meeting in Chengdu

EfRREMRYF = ESTEREREE

he 13" Conference of the International Association for China

Planning (IACP) “Sharing Cities: Challenges and Responses to
New Urban Planning” was held at Southwest Jiaotong University in
Chengdu from 14™- 16" June 2019. Chinese cities are transitioning
from high-speed growth to high-quality development and urban
planning in China addresses new challenges and opportunities for
its urban development. Ms Luo Xi, of WHITRAP Shanghai attended
the conference. More information at: http://www.chinaplanning.
org/alpha/

20196 B 14 £ 16 H, £+=BERFTEANZSEFS “H&
= FRTAR IR SR EREFRERIBAEE D,
BT ETESRIEKEOSRERRE, FETENRMALTESRR
THmREPIkESNE, BPOBFLLSMT RS,

Italian Ministry of Environment - Meeting at SICES/Tongji
BEARFMMERE GRS ERBKIARRFPERFELBRT O

n June 132019, Mr Oliviero Montanaro, Director-General of the

[talian Ministry of Environment, visited the Sino-ltalian Centre
of Environmental Sustainability (SICES), at Tongji University. During
the meeting with Chinese and Italian professors and researchers,
Simone Ricca and Anna-Paola Pola presented the WHITRAP and
its role in the implementation of the UNESCO conventions and
recommendations, underlining the growing synergies between
conservation of cultural and natural heritage, and the relevance of
culture in rural-urban linkages and sustainable development.

201946 B 13 H, BEXAKIEESEFrEFE#H =1 Oliviero
Montanaro 541518 T RFFAZ P EAFEEARESD (SICES) . S
FEMEAMBUIEIARARNKETR, AXR - E-RFMZHNRE - =
RINET WHITRAP REFASLHEHRI S AR ALIFNZINFRIER, 28
T XAHBEAEF RIPS R S 2 RN R AFE R R B
BRI EER.

Hailongtun Tusi Site © V. Ko Hon Chiu, 2015
&% © V. Ko Hon Chiu, 2015
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Group Photo at SICES © Zhou Y. 2019
&H8 © AifF 2019

2019 Tongji International Doctoral School
2019 [EIFFEPRE L ER

rom June 24" to July 5 2019, the College of Architecture and
Planning (CAUP) of Tongji University organised the 2019
International Doctoral School of Future City and Architecture”
which focused on Shanghai and addressed four themes: Historical
Space; Waterfront Space; Vertical Space and Suburban Space.
Marie-Noél Tournoux, WHITRAP Shanghai, gave a talk on Urban

That 18 okt sl o . bt
ol Fi g ity g i e
E AN N L AE

Conservation and Development in the Historical Space workshop 'it}
and participated in the mid-term review of students' research - h
projects. : :;;!.;

201946 B 24 A7 B 58, EFAFRASHHRLSE
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Institutional Restructuring of WHITRAP Beijing
TRBEFFAO (ER) BLRAREEHEN

he Beijing centre, established within Peking University, is

responsible for the conservation and management research and
training of natural heritage, archaeological heritage and cultural
landscapes. In July 2019, under the direction of the university
President Hao Ping, the administration of WHITRAP Beijing has
been assigned to Peking University School of Archaeology and
Museology. The new director is Prof. Sun Qingwei, Dean of the
School. Assistant Prof. Zhang Jianwei, Associate Prof. Song Feng,
Profs Li Jianghai and Jiang Dayong, and Associate Prof. Li Dihua
are collectively named deputy directors. Prof. Zhang Jianwei is also
the permanent deputy director responsible for the center's daily ~ Peking University © WHITRAP 2019
operation. Dr. Li Kuanghan is appointed as the full-time assistant LRAZ © LAEFHD 2019
director to support the efficient running of the Beijing Centre.
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In Focus

“Ripple” Series Activities for Heritage

Promotion

EAT RYIEHE AT

Beautiful Nostalgia Team, Supervision: Liu Zhen, WHITRAP Shanghai

XML RABEPA, ESLIW: WE, TAE=F0 (L)

11 'Q/pp/e & Homeland Exhibition — Hometown Stories of Water”

was held at Bell Hall, College of Architecture and Urban
Planning, Tongji University (Shanghai), from May 29" to June 5
2019. Within this framework, a Youth Forum on "Ripple & Action
— the Transmission and Co-creation of Vlernacular Culture” was
organized on the afternoon of June 2™ to share the outcomes and
promote actions and thinking among the youth.

The "Ripple" series of youth actions was initiated by WHITRAP
Shanghai and the “Beautiful Nostalgia Team” (a non-profit
organization launched by the students of Tongji University in 2015).
It aims to direct young people's attention back to their hometowns
and to discover and study local cultural heritage through cultural
surveys and by conducting cultural exchange. The programme
also emphasizes interactions with local people, things and places
to strengthen links and attachment between young people and
their hometowns and encourage them to take actions for cultural
heritage and local development.

The exhibition and the forum presented the main outcomes of
the "Siyuan Action", which was launched by WHITRAP Shanghai
and the Beautiful Nostalgia Team in the beginning of 2018. Young
volunteers from more than 80 cities in 23 provinces participated
in the action and served as ambassadors for cultural exchange.
They followed the clue of water and searched and visited rivers,
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lakes and seas in China to record the traces of water heritage, track
the history of water and spread water-related stories.After one
month of study and surveying, the students collected and created
more than 200 “water name cards”, 60 water-themed works and
nearly a thousand water-cultural pictures on their hometowns.
These outcomes were reviewed and summarized by the Beautiful
Nostalgia Team and finally presented to the public in an exhibition.

The "Ripple & Action" Youth Forum focused on three topics:
young people & heritage, young people & creativity and young
people & hometown. It brought together volunteers of the "Siyuan
Action", as well as the practitioners and scholars who have been
deeply involved in rural revitalization and cultural conservation
for many years to exchange opinions. The participants discussed
the historical mission on the shoulder of young people to carry
on vernacular cultures, and the way of participation and action
strategies from multiple perspectives.

In the future, the "Ripple" series of youth actions will continue
to involve public activities such as homeland culture research,
youth round table, young scholar experience sharing, cultural
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Ripple & Homeland
Workshops © Beautiful
Nostalgia Team 2019
“iER” TIFE © %m
ZRAREHEIA 2019

Group Photo ©
Beautiful Nostalgia
Team 2019
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conservation toolkit promotion and youth community actions,
so as to revalorize the values of cultural heritage and to build the
capacity for the leaders of cultural heritage protection.
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In Focus

Xiamen University, the Italian CNR, and

WHITRAP Sigh a MOU
HEF0E CNR RETIAE

Marie-Noél Tournoux, WHITRAP Shanghai
B - BRE, TXEEd0 (L8)

3

Consiglio Nazionale
dele Ricerche

HITRAP Shanghai, Xiamen University, and WHITRAP's

longstanding partner the Italian National Research Council
(CNR) Department of Human and Social Sciences, Cultural
Heritage (DSU) signed a 5-year Memorandum of Understanding to
establish a strategic cooperation regarding the “Cultural Heritage
Conservation and Enhancement of Urban and Rural Settlements
Along the Maritime Silk Road”.

The three institutions, sharing a common interest In the role of
culture and heritage as driving forces for sustainable development,
the implementation of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, as well as the New Urban Agenda, aim
to develop training and research programs connecting cultural
heritage conservation and urban and territorial development
initiatives and to create local and international synergies between
[taly, China, and the Asia-Pacific Region.

Within this framework, activities will focus on Fujian Tulou, Chinese
rural dwellings unique to the Hakka people, located in the Fujian
Province, Southeast China. A series of Tulou were inscribed on the
World Heritage List in 2008. In the past three decades, the Tulou
built heritage, the settlements, and their associated landscapes
have undergone huge transformations mainly because heritage
values were not properly acknowledged. The priority today is to
strengthen the heritage value designing innovative conservation
and development strategies that strongly consider conservation
requirements and aim to enhance people’s lives. More specifically,
the objective in the 2020-2021 period is to organize in Fujian Tulou,
Xiamen, Shanghai, and in Italy, yearly workshops, summer schools,
field trips, and capacity building activities with students, professors,
professionals and experts.

The expected outcome is to consolidate the existing body of
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Research for the Asia and the Pacific Region
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knowledge on Tulou, acknowledging their heritage values,
to involve local communities in the identification of the site
significance, and to develop a holistic conservation methodology
and tools updating exiting conservation policies to achieve a
heritage-led spatial planning. The MOU aims to help develop a
virtuous cycle, which should lead to the sustainable development
of the larger area according to the Historic Urban Landscape
principles and approach.

Among the first activities, a workshop and fieldwork is scheduled
in September 2019 in Fujian Tulou, as well as the participation and
contribution to 2019 Annual meeting on “Vernacular and Earthen
Architecture towards Local Development" organized by ICOMOS
Scientific Committee CIAV and ISCEAH, in Pingyao, China from 2™
to 8" September 2019 (cf. Issue 44 p. 41-42).

Xiamen University (XMU), founded in 1921, is the first university
founded by an overseas Chinese in the history of modern Chinese
education and has established an overseas campus in Malaysia.
Heritage conservation along the Maritime Silk Road is an important
teaching, research and training topic of the School of Architecture
and Civil Engineering (SACE) and College of Humanities, which
also focuses on conservation and enhancement of rural and urban
heritage sites. SACE is currently involved in several research project
and fieldwork relating to 19" and 20" century architecture and
East-West connection.

The National Research Council (CNR) is the largest public research
institution in Italy. Founded in 1923, it has operated in the past as
a consulting organ for the Ministry of Research and Education.
Promoting the internationalization of the Italian scientific and
technological research system, by taking part in large research
programmes and international organisations and fostering
collaboration with foreign research institutions, is one of CNR's
main statutory tasks. The Department of Social Sciences and
Humanities, Cultural Heritage (DSU), one of its seven Departments,
embraces social sciences as a whole, as well as material and
immaterial cultural heritage.
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In Focus

*Our Culture Is Our Environment”: Local
Experiences Turn China Green

AT IR AE, Tl IBVIFIR

Anna-Paola Pola, WHITRAP Shanghai
LR - I, AL (L)

fter years of extensive industrialisation, China's environmental
shift has finally been laid out.

This new approach materialises in a coherent corpus of measures:
sound governance mechanisms (starting from the reorganisation
of the Ministry of Ecology and Environment, in March 2018), better
policies for the protection of ecosystems, stringent regulations
(this month, Shanghai implemented a new, accurate waste sorting
system), environment taxes, etc.

Parallel to these top-down dispositions are some small-scale, local
experiences, which appear to relate to these policies in anticipated
ways. Such is the case for a couple of villages in northwest Yunnan
that Anna-Paola Pola visited in April 2019 in the framework of
WHITRAP’s research on small settlement. In Yunnan, the focus is
on testing innovative solutions to sustainable village development
in collaboration with a local multi-stakeholder group (Lijiang
Conservation and Development Association, Wild Mountain
Education Consulting Ltd., Yulong County Wildlife Conservation
Association, other organisations and local commmunity members —
See Issue N. 42 p. 25-29).

Along the Yangtze River — where it is still called Jinsha - two valleys
branch off towards the West. One, narrow and wild, directly leads
to the forest of Laojunshan, where the village of Liju can be found.
The other, open and agricultural, ends in Xinzhu village, where a
'natural botanic area’ was established in the 1980s.

Both villages are located within the Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan
Protected Areas, a natural World Heritage property distinguished
for its biological diversity and its many endangered species
(including the snub-nosed monkey). This area is also renowned
for its cultural diversity since it hosts many of the ethnic minority
groups living in Yunnan province. The original religion-driven
worship of nature of the Tibetan, Naxi, and Lisu minorities has
promoted a profound linkage between these communities and
their land, manifested in their religion and their mythology,
art, dance, music, poetry, and songs. Today, the legacy of these
traditions fuels the residents’ motivation for the conservation of
natural resources and drives the revitalisation process they are
implementing in their villages.

With the help of international and domestic NGOs, the local
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community of Liju village has established two teams of villagers
to patrol the forest and protect the mountain’s ecosystem on
the south side of Laojunshan. Clad in green camouflage gear,
Laojunshan Patrols scout the forest, prevent fires, observe signs of
wildlife, monitor animals, plants, and people activities, keep track
of the infrared-triggered cameras, and gather information in their
notebooks.

In the other valley, a 'plants refuge’, the Hengduan Mountain
Xinzhu Botanical Area, was established in 1986 over 10 square
kilometres of forest where human activities are forbidden. It
harbours more than 2000 species, representative of the plant
diversity in Northwest Yunnan. The area is stewarded by a roster
of 96 people (almost one from every family) every day. Where the
wood was cut in the past, they plant trees to stop soil erosion and
desertification: 300 trees per year over the past three years.

“Our culture is our environment. If the environment is destroyed,
our culture will be destroyed” said Mr Yang while taking us to the
‘school’, a Naxi Dongba centre of education created by the local
community in the mid-2000s to pass the ancient knowledge of
scriptures, cosmologies, theories of kinship and environment,
ritual dances, and artworks typical of their culture to the new
generations. The culture of the Naxi people, called Dongba culture,
finds its expression in a particular system of writing that uses a
pictographic script to describe traditional customs and beliefs. For
its exceptionality, the Ancient Naxi Dongba Literature Manuscripts
were included in the UNESCO Memory of the World programlnme in
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Dongba Script© AP Pola /
WHITRAP 2019
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Fighting Desertification,
Xinzhu © AP Pola /
WHITRAP 2019
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18 / WAEF=H0 2019

2003 (https:/fen.unesco.org/programme/mow).

Both communities are helped by NGOs and by a group of small
private companies engaged in environmental education and
responsible eco-tourism that propose activities focusing on
environmental awareness and cultural appreciation, such as hikes
in the mountains, lectures, and environmental education camps.
This responsible form of tourism and education is primarily seen
as a financial resource for nature protection and as a strategy to
support rural livelihoods. Each year, part of the profits generated
by these activities goes to local communities to advance nature
conservation (enhancing equipment for wildlife monitoring,
protection, and patrolling activities) and local community
development (farming and village infrastructure improvements).

Although earnings from eco-tourism are still small, this approach
has already produced significant results: it has built confidence
amongst local communities, fostered the awareness of the
importance of forest protection, brought to light ancient ethnic
traditions and customs, and, most importantly, empowered local
communities to proactively join conservation efforts and promote
their agendas regarding their culture and history.

Interestingly, Liju and Xinzhu are not unique cases; similar
initiatives in China are rapidly spreading. These experiences show
that at this moment bottom-up experiences and top-down policies
seem to pursue the same goal — the achievement of a more
equitable and sustainable future.

Meetings and discussions held during the mission with concerned
stakeholders (government officials, investment companies,
NGOs, forest patrols, local communities, tourism companies and
World Heritage managers) pointed out the multiple difficulties
and doubts they deal with daily in implementing this goal. The
main issue is the management of conflicts between biodiversity
protection and rapid development, both unavoidable priorities in
contemporary China. The task is challenging, but the only way to
proceed is to involve and engage everyone in paving the path -
step by step — towards this common goal.
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Special Feature: Africa-China

Africa-China Forum at UNESCO

H
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Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai (from: http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1980)
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n 3% and 4" June 2109, the UNESCO-Africa-China Forum on

World Heritage Capacity Building and Cooperation was held
at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, organized by the World Heritage
Centre, in collaboration with the African World Heritage Fund and
the National Commission of the People’'s Republic of China for
UNESCO.

The Forum aimed to strengthen collaboration between Africa
and China in the preservation of World Heritage and provided
an opportunity to take stock of the sustainable development
challenges facing World Heritage sites in both China and Africa
and to foster the sharing of experience in this area.

Africa is one of UNESCO's two Global Priorities. Action for the
period 2014-2021 focuses on two major points: building peace by
supporting inclusive, pacific and resilient societies; and reinforcing
institutional capacities for sustainable development and poverty
eradication. The Forum agenda was based on mutual priorities
of Africa and China as established under two guiding compacts,
the United Nations' Agenda 2030 on Sustainable Development
Goals and the Africa Union's Agenda 2063 The Africa We Want.
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Africa-China Forum at
UNESCO Headquarters
© Xie L. 2019

UNESCO iz IphaEigin
© fifar. 2019

The Forum also responded to the outcomes of the Second Cycle of
Periodic Reporting on the implementation of the World Heritage
Convention in Africa and to the “Ngorongoro Declaration” which
acknowledges that the Convention provides a unique platform for
addressing the intricate relationship between cultural and natural
heritage.

The Assistant Director-General for Culture of UNESCO, Ernesto
Ottone, opened the event in the presence of the Vice-President
of Burundi, Joseph Butore, the President of UNESCO's General
Conference, Zohour Alaoui, the President of the Organization's
Executive Board, Lee Byong-Hyun, the Commissioner for Social
Affairs of the African Union, Amira Elfadil, the Vice-President of the
African Development Bank, Khaled F. Sherif, and the Ambassador
Permanent Delegate of China to UNESCO, Shen Yang.

The Forum contributed to the promotion of a better representation
of African sites on the World Heritage List, the improvement of the
management of sites inscribed on the List of World Heritage in
Danger, and the strengthening of exchange programmes between
Africa and China. It was designed to facilitate the development
of joint pilot and research projects among the participants,
and included presentations from African and Chinese experts
highlighting the challenges and successes of managing World
Heritage properties in their respective countries.

Over two days, more than 150 participants — ministers, decision-
makers from the culture, environment and development sectors,
alongside academics, World Heritage site managers, and experts
from Africa, China and Europe — contributed to the event. The first
day, the plenary sessions focused on the safeguarding of World
Heritage, legislation, job creation and the empowerment of young
people. The second day featured technical sessions on World
Heritage protection mechanisms and joint heritage conservation
efforts in Africa and China.

The Forum concluded with Recommendations and an Action
Plan. The Recommendations call for greater cooperation between
African and Chinese universities in the field of heritage, developing
joint research on conservation, and promoting skills exchanges in
thematic areas linked to sustainable development, urbanization,
and traditional management systems of World Heritage sites in
Africa and China.

The Action Plan outlines several conservation projects to
strengthen monitoring and management systems at World
Heritage sites in Africa. These projects will be financed through
support from UNESCO's strategic partners, including the Chinese
National Commission for UNESCO.

Dr Li Xin, Deputy Secretary-General of WHITRAP, attended the
Forum in Paris where he presented “An Intitiative on Co-buidling
the Sino-African Creative Heritage Pilot Camp - WHITRAP's Role
and Mission” in the framework of the Africa-China cooperation
in the technical session dedicated to the “Joint Efforts for
Safeguarding of Heritage in Africa and China"
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Special Feature: Africa-China

Overview of World Heritage Sites and

Urban Heritage in Africa
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Simone Ricca and Marie-Noél Tournoux, WHITRAP Shanghai
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he African continent has a very rich and diverse heritage:

tangible cultural and natural, as well as intangible. The UNESCO
Africa Region, set in sub-Saharan Africa and the eastern part of the
Indian Ocean, has a population of 1.06 billion and counts 46 State
Parties to the World Heritage Convention (Cf. https:/whc.unesco.
org/en/statesparties/?searchStates=&id=&region=5). There are 95
properties in the region inscribed on the World Heritage List (52
cultural, 38 natural and 5 mixed) that represent an approximate 9%
of the ensemble of the World Heritage sites.

African World Heritage sites present a very rich variety of typologies.
Natural sites include natural monuments, forests, animal
reserves, geological and geomorphological features and fossil
sites. The continent also boasts a relevant number of Mixed and
Transnational properties, and a multiple and diverse representation
of cultural sites. In the Africa Region are found cultural landscapes,
agricultural systems, and cultural routes, old and modern historic
buildings, vernacular architecture, religious properties, military
sites, memorial sites, historic cities, towns and villages, and modern
heritage. In the Africa Region, Tentative Lists of inventoried sites,
which countries have identified as potential nominations to the
World Heritage List, count 280 sites, in 44 countries. They represent
a diversity of cultural and natural sites, with perhaps more sites
than before bearing testimony to the slave route and to the
history of the second half of the 20" century as well as examples
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Timbuktu, Mali © F.
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of industrial heritage. Water, rivers and lakes, as well as marine
heritage, are also increasingly represented in national Tentative
Lists.

At the global scale, urban heritage and small settlements are
amongst the most represented types of heritage on the World
Heritage List, counting roughly for one-third of its 845 cultural
properties. The Africa Region is no exception to this pattern.
Urban heritage, towns, rural villages, and remains of cities are
prominent in the region and offer a complete catalogue of human
settlements distributed across the ensemble of the continent.
Their exact number can differ if we include “historic cities” only, or
also urban environments and settlements, and even archaeological
remains, which inform of the history of cities.

From Cabo Verde archipelago in the West, to the Island of Zanzibar
in the South-East of the continent, the types of urban heritage
greatly vary. There are cities of old (Mbanza Kongo, Djenne) and
cities of recent foundations (Asmara). Some are renowned as cities
of knowledge and religious cities (Harar, Timbuktu). Many also
have significance as cities of trade on land, riverine and maritime
routes (Agadez, Lamu, Zanzibar). Fortified cities are found inland
and on the seacoast, such as the ruins of Loropeni, and the Island
of Mozambique. Agricultural and rural settlements within cultural
landscapes (Cliff of Bandiagara, Koutammakou) are testimony to
complex agricultural systems. Some cities are former capitals (Harar,
Saint Louis) and are also landmarks of the history of decolonisation
(Grand Bassam). They reflect the complex interactions of the
colonial periods and slave trade (Cidade Velha). They all carry
layers of history, different functions and significance. Most of all,
they represent the grand African civilizations and their worldwide
connexions, and they constitute essential elements of the ancient
and modern history of humankind.
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Inscribing sites on the List is a reason for pride for the countries
and the communities involved, however, World Heritage is not
a “brand". Countries and the international community commit
to ensuring the safeguard of the values of World Heritage sites
and their physical attributes and features. The challenges for
the preservation and sustainable development of these cities are
similar to the ones faced by urban heritage on the World Heritage
List across the world as well as in the Asia-Pacific region.

In the past years, the threats faced by urban sites have drastically
increased. Menaces to their conservation and sustainable
development might stem from diverse causes, local, national,
and international. To address these issues, the World Heritage
Convention has set up several mechanisms to monitor sites and
provide support for conservation and capacity building to State
Parties, notably advocating international cooperation to support
the identification, protection, conservation and presentation of
heritage upon invitation by a country.

The World Heritage Convention can boast important success-
ful cooperation initiatives in African cities, and the Africa-
China framework can be conducive to enriching the history of
international cooperation. The MOU signed between AWHF
and WHITRAP in Paris during the Africa-China Forum (cf. p.
21) participates to the promotion of international cooperation
and cultural dialogue. In the sector of urban heritage and small
settlements, multilateral cooperation between countries, cities,
universities, Category 2 Centres, and specialized agencies can be
an important lever to develop technical expertise and exchange
of know-how. Cooperation could, for instance, focus on the
identification of heritage values, on the development of urban
regulations and new legal and financial tools, on the assessment
and mitigation of impacts, on the management of tourism and
fostering of community-friendly tourism, and on the training and
restoration of structures and landscape. Through empowering
local communities and local governments such initiatives would
safeguard heritage promoting sustainable urban development,
and could contribute to advocating and implementing the 2030
UN Sustainable Development Goals and the New Urban Agenda
in Africa. The Historic Urban Landscape approach provides a
comprehensive intellectual and practical framework that can guide
the future evolution of urban sites.

In the past years, UNESCO and the international community,
in coordination with local and national authorities, have
launched a series of initiatives based on the application of the
HUL Recommendation. The WHITRAP-AWHF Memorandum
of Understanding for capacity building and cooperation can
contribute to this process, building on the leading role of WHITRAP
in the field of urban conservation and management of change.
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Special Feature: Africa-China

MQOU Between WHITRAP and AWHF
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Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai
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To reinforce cooperation between UNESCO Category 2 Centres
(C2Cs), and in the larger framework of the Africa-China
cooperation and of the reinforcement of South-South collaboration
initiatives, WHITRAP and the African World Heritage Fund (AWHF)
have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on June 4™
2019 at UNESCO during the China-Africa Forum.

The AWHF was launched in May 2006 to provide finance and
technical support for the conservation and protection of Africa’s
heritage of outstanding universal value. AWHF pursues the
identification and preparation of African sites towards inscription on
the World Heritage List; the conservation and management of sites
already inscribed on the WHL; the rehabilitation of sites inscribed
on the List of World Heritage in Danger, and the training of heritage
experts and site managers (Cf. https:/whc.unesco.org/en/awhf)

The agreement defines a framework for collaboration on joint
activities for the identification, promotion and conservation of
African and Asia-Pacific heritage sites. The two parties agree to
facilitate training for African and Asian Heritage sites, to provide
mutual assistance in activities related to local communities
empowerment and applied research in heritage conservation
and management; and to plan and implement projects of mutual
interest sharing relevant information. The MOU pinpoints specific
areas of collaboration related to the respective expertise of the
two C2Cs and to African and Asia-Pacific priorities, and sets annual
programmes for implementation. Valid for a period of 5 years, this
Memorandum marks a new positive step in the UNESCO World
Heritage C2Cs coordination strategy.

African World
Heritage Fund
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Special Feature: 43" WHC

43" World Heritage Committee, Baku,
Azerbaijan, 29" June- 10" July2019
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Simone Ricca Marie-Noél Tournoux, WHITRAP Shanghai
[EI=R , BEmESH - BRE, TXE=PL (L£8)

he 43 session of the World Heritage Committee was hosted

by Azerbaijan, in its capital city, Baku from 29" June to 10" July
2019, under the chair of H.E. Abulfas Garayev, Minister of Culture of
Azerbaijan. The five Vice-Chairpersons were representatives from
Brazil, Burkina Faso, Indonesia, Norway and Tunisia. Ms Mahani
Taylor from Australia was the Rapporteur of the Committee.
The current 21 State Parties members of the World Heritage
Committee are (in alphabetical order): Angola, Australia, Azerbaijan,
Bahrain, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Burkina Faso, China,
Cuba, Guatemala, Hungary, Indonesia, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Norway,
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Spain, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of
Tanzania, Zimbabwe. For more information on this session of the
Committee and previous Committees see http:/whc.unesco.org/
en/committee/

More than 2.000 participants, including one thousand delegates
and experts from 120 State Parties as well as observers, NGOs and
Category 2 Centres, such as WHITRAP, attended the 2019 WH
Committee.

WHITRAP's delegation was composed by Dr. Li Xin, Vice-Secretary
of WHITRAP, Mr Wang Tianxiang, Administrative assistant
WHITRAP Secretariat, Dr. Simone Ricca, Vice-Director of WHITRAP
Shanghai, Ms. Marie-Noél Tournoux, Project Director of WHITRAP
Shanghai, Dr. Gamini Wijesuriya, Special Advisor of WHITRAP
Shanghai, and Ms Li Hong, Project Specialist WHITRAP Shanghai.
Representatives from the National Cultural Heritage Administration
of China (NCHA), SACH, ICOMOS China, as well as representatives
of the two Chinese sites proposed for inscription on the World
Heritage List also attended the 43" session.

WHITRAP was actively involved in the event, participating to and
attending numerous side-events, promoting its activities — such as
the launch of a new IA course and the Networking initiative for the
Asia-Pacific Region, as well the joint side-event with the ARC-WH
gathering partner Category 2 centres and institutions. WHITRAP
also advocated its role in the forthcoming 3™ Cycle of Periodic
Reporting, to be launched in the Asia-Pacific Region in 2020-2021,
with the region State Parties and the concerned International
institutions. WHITRAP Secretariat assisted the Chinese delegation
— directed by China's Permanent Delegate at UNESCO, H.E. Mr
Shen Yang — throughout the Committee.
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The World Heritage Committee meets every year and is the
intergovernmental governing body of the World Heritage
Convention, taking decisions on all maters relevant to the
implementation of the Convention, ranging from policy adoption,
to the World Heritage Fund management, the examination of
state of conservation reports of World Heritage properties, and
the inscriptions of new properties on the World Heritage List, to
name just few of the agenda items. Every year, in preparation of
this meeting, the World Heritage Centre with the contribution of
the Committee’s Advisory Bodies — ICOMQOS, ICCROM and IUCN
— prepares more than a thousand pages of working documents
for the Committee Members. These working documents are
all available on the World Heritage's website and constitute a
living archive and primary source of information for government
representatives, civil society, experts and academics. Since 2012, the
Committee is broadcasted live online, video-recorded and available
for public consultation on the World Heritage Centre's website.

A key agenda item of each Committee session is the “State of
Conservation” of World Heritage Properties. Once more, this year
complex conservation issues and challenges had to be addressed.
In Baku, the Committee examined thirty-eight nomination
proposals and inscribed 29 new properties. The new Asia-Pacific
World Heritage Sites are detailed in pages 26-30.

Every year during the World Heritage Committee session, different
stakeholders organize a series of side-events. These events
are an opportunity to share experiences, inform and advocate
ideas. The side-events held in Baku touched upon a large variety
of themes, ranging from historic cities, to networking, World
Heritage thematic programmes, and major thematic international
challenges such as climate change or post-conflict reconstruction.
WHITRAP was directly involved in three events: Networking and
ICCROM-IUCN World Heritage Leadership Programme and Impact
Assessment, and the joint Category 2 Centres meeting (both
presented in the next pages), and in the presentation of the on
going and planned activities developed in the framework of the 3
cycle of Periodic Reporting on the State of Conservation of World
Heritage Properties in the Asia-Pacific region.
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Special Feature: 43" WHC

Baku: Urban Evolution and World

Heritage Sites

BEE: FhET s

Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai
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he city of Baku, capital of the Republic of Azerbaijan, is located

on the Caspian Sea coast, and counts 2,3 million habitants.
Covering 2.5% of the country’s territory, it accounts for a quarter of
its population.

Ancient Baku was founded on a hill located close to the sea. In
the 12 century, the city walls circled the settlement. The Inner
City (Ichari Shahar) covers 22 hectares. Historically, most Baku
residents lived in several small suburb settlements known as the
Bayir Shahar (Outer City). From the second half of the 19" century,
with the increase of Baku's economic importance, these populated
areas merged into a single urban agglomeration.

In 1859, Baku became the district's administrative centre and a
rapid urban growth process, favoured by the nascent oil industry,
started over a short period making Baku one of the largest cities in
Russian Empire. From 1806 to 1887, the city's territory grew to 1,300
hectares with a parallel impetuous population growth rate. The
enormous profits from oil permitted the improvement of the city
and the construction of new rich mansions for the oil magnates.
The use of the local warm-toned limestone for new architectural
approaches and forms created Baku's unique cityscape. But
industrial growth also led to the creation of large and poor suburbs
and industrial areas for oil production.

During the early Soviet period, the redevelopment of Baku and
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the improvement of living conditions of oil workers
became a top priority. Wide-scale construction started
not only in the suburbs, but also in the historical centre,
where new residential, administrative and public
buildings and cultural facilities emerged. Workers'
settlements were built according to the principles of
constructivism. However, as metal and cement were
scarce, late 1920s-early 1930s Baku “constructivist”
houses were built from local stone with cement
plaster applied to facades. Development plans also
created gardens and parks in the historical part of
the city and its new quarters. Stalinist architecture,
concentrated in the central part of the city,
characterized the late 1930s-1950s period. The Soviet
large-scale housing construction in the mid-1950s
resulted in the emergence of low quality residential
districts developing in a semicircle on free territories
surrounding the city. Between the 1960s and 1980s,
Baku implemented huge housing, cultural, and
A domestic construction projects not only in new urban
areas, but also in the historical central part of the city.

As Azerbaijan gained independence in 1991, the country's political
system and socioeconomic relationships changed. The city's
General Plan promoted the progressive transformation of the
entire Absheron peninsula into a metropolitan area. Industrial,
transportation, and municipal infrastructure rapidly developed,
social infrastructure was modernized, and the construction of new
educational, health, sports, and cultural facilities was launched.

World Heritage Sites

Baku boasts two properties were inscribed on the UNESCO World
Heritage List: the Walled City of Baku with the Shirvanshah's
Palace and Maiden Tower (2000), and Gobustan Rock Art Cultural
Landscape (2007). Built on a site inhabited since the Palaeolithic
period, the Walled City of Baku reveals evidence of Zoroastrian,
Sasanian, Arabic, Persian, Shirvani, Ottoman, and Russian presence
in cultural continuity. The Inner City has preserved much of its 12"-
century defensive walls. The 12-century Maiden Tower (Giz Galasy)
is built over earlier structures dating from the 7" to 6™ centuries
BC; and the 15"-century Shirvanshahs' Palace, with the burial vaults
of the Shahs, the Shah's mosque, offices, a bathhouse, and Seyid
Yahya Bakuvi's mausoleum, is one of the pearls of Azerbaijan's
architecture. In the past years, the site has been at the centre of a
lengthy and complex process of coordination with UNESCO World
Heritage Centre that lead to the removal of the property from the
List of World Heritage in Danger in 2009.

The Gobustan Rock Art Cultural Landscape covers three areas of
a plateau of rocky boulders rising out of the semi-desert of central
Azerbaijan (partly included within the capital's borders), with an
outstanding collection of more than 6,000 rock engravings bearing
testimony to 40,000 years of rock art. The site also features the
remains of inhabited caves, settlements and burials, all reflecting
an intensive human use by the inhabitants of the area during
the wet period that followed the last Ice Age, from the Upper
Palaeolithic to the Middle Ages.
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Special Feature: 43" WHC

New World Heritage Properties in the

Asia-Pacific Region

Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai
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Out of the total of 38 nominations proposed at the 43" session of
the World Heritage Committee that took place in Baku, Azerbaijan
from 29" June to 10" July 2019, thrity-one are new nominations,
one is a significant boundary modification, and six were deferred
or referred by previous sessions of the Committee. Prior to the
Committee, the State Parties withdrew five nominations.

The Committee inscribed a total of 29 new properties on the World
Heritage List that now counts 1.121 sites. Ten of the new World
Heritage Properties are located in the Asia-Pacific region: 8 Cultural
and 2 Natural. In the next pages the new Asia-Pacific WH sites are
briefly presented in order of inscription.

Migratory Bird Sanctuaries along the Coast of Yellow Sea-Bohai
Gulf of China - Phase 1 (China)

Nominated on the basis of criteria (ix) and (x), the property was
listed by the Committee for criterion (x), becoming the 54™ World
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Heritage site of the People's Republic of China. The site features
an intertidal mudflat system considered to be the largest in
the world. These mudflats, as well as marshes and shoals, are
exceptionally productive and serve as growth areas for many
species of fish and crustaceans. The intertidal areas of the Yellow
Sea / Gulf of Bohai are of global importance for the gathering of
many migratory bird species that use the East Asian-Australasian
flyway. Large gatherings of birds, including some of the world's
most endangered species, depend on the coastline as a stopover
to moult, rest, winter or nest.

Hyrcanian Forests (Iran)

Nominated on the basis of criteria (ix) and (x), the 25" World He-
ritage site of the Islamic Republic of Iran was recommended for
inscription by IUCN for criterion (ix) alone. The Hyrcanian Forests
form a green arc of forest, separated from the Caucasus to the
west and from semi-desert areas to the east. The property is a
serial site with 15 component parts shared across three Provinces
and covers most environmental features and ecological values of
the Hyrcanian region, representing the most important and key
environmental processes illustrating the genesis of those forests,
including succession, evolution and speciation. Due to its isolation,
the property hosts many relict, endangered, and regionally and
locally endemic species of flora, contributing to the high ecological
value of the property. Approximately 500 plant species are Iranian
endemics.

Budj Bim Cultural Landscape (Australia)

Nominated and inscribed on the basis of criterion (i) and (v), it
is the 20" Australian World Heritage Site. The Budj Bim Cultural
Landscape is located within the traditional Country of the
Gunditjmara, an Australian aboriginal nation, in south-western
Australia. It is a serial property of three components. The Budj Bim
lava flows, connecting the three components, provided the basis
for a complex aquaculture system developed by the Gunditjmara,
based on deliberate redirection, modification and management
of waterways and wetlands to harvest Kooyang (short-finned
eel). The property presents one of the most extensive and oldest
aquaculture networks in the world, still recognisable across the
wetlands, which has provided a six-millennia-long economic
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and social base for Gunditjmara society. The extensive networks
of the aquaculture system and the holistic interaction with the
environment is supported and maintained through Gunditjmara
narratives and cultural traditions.

Archaeological Ruins of Liangzhu City (China)

Nominated on the basis of criteria (i) and (iv), this cultural property
is the 55" World Heritage site of the People's Republic of China.
The Archaeological Ruins of Liangzhu City was the centre of power
and belief of an early regional state in the Taihu Lake Area, in the
Yangtze River Basin (southeast China). The property is composed
of four areas sharing the same buffer zone, and reveals an early
regional state with rice-cultivating agriculture as its economic
base, social differentiation, and a unified belief system, dating
from the Late Neolithic period (circa 3300-2300 BCE). The property
represents the remarkable contributions made by the Yangtze
River Basin to the origins of Chinese civilization, illustrating the
transition from small-scale Neolithic societies to a large integrated
political unit with hierarchy, rituals and crafts.

Jaipur City, Rajasthan (India)

The property was listed by the Committee becoming the 38"
Indian WH Site (Criteria ii, v, vi). The fortified city of Jaipur in
Rajasthan was founded in 1727 by Sawai Jai Singh Il on the plain,
and was built according to a grid plan interpreted in the light of
Vedic architecture. The streets feature continuous colonnaded
businesses that intersect in the centre, creating large public
squares called chaupars. Markets, stalls, residences and temples
built along the main streets have uniform facades. The city's
urban planning shows an exchange of ideas from ancient Hindu
and modern Mughal as well as Western cultures. The grid plan is
a model that prevails in the West, while the organization of the
different districts refers to traditional Hindu concepts. Designed
to be a commercial capital, the city has maintained its local
commercial, artisanal and cooperative traditions to this day.

Ombilin Coal Mining Heritage of Sawahlunto (Indonesia)

This cultural property, recommended for inscription by ICOMOS
(criteria i, iv), becomes Indonesia’s 9" World Heritage Site. It
is a pioneering technological ensemble planned and built by
European engineers designed to extract strategic coal resources.
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Richu-Tenno-Ryo Kofun ©
Sakai City Government, 2009
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Kone Taw Gyee © Myanmar
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National Museum, 2018
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It demonstrates both European engineering knowledge and
the contribution of local environmental wisdom and traditional
practices in the organisation of labour, and exemplifies the
profound and lasting impact of the changes in social relations of
production imposed by the colonial powers that underpinned the
worldwide industrialisation of the late 19" - early 20" century. It
consists of twelve components located in three functionally-related
areas: Area A, with open and underground mining tunnels, on-site
coal processing facilities, and a purposely-built mining town: Area B,
a mountain railway linking the mines to the coastal seaport across
155 kilometres of rugged mountain terrain; and Area C, a dredged
harbour on Sumatra's Indian Ocean coast from where coal was
shipped.

Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group: Mounded Tombs of Ancient Japan
Inscribed under criteria (i) and (iv) following the recommmendation
by ICOMOS, it is the 23" Japanese World Heritage site. Mozu-
Furuichi Kofun Group is a serial property of 45 components in
two major clusters, which contains 49 kofun, large and distinctive
burial mounds from the 3 to 6" centuries. Understood as tombs
for kings' clans and affiliates, some of the kofun are ryobo (imperial
mausolea) and are managed by Japan's Imperial Household.
The property represents and provides exceptional testimony to
the culture of the Kofun Period of Japan's ancient history before
Japanese society became an established centralised state under
the influence of the Chinese system of law, demonstrating the
period's socio-political structures, social class differences and highly
sophisticated funerary system.

Megalithic Jar Sites in Xiengkhuang - Plain of Jars (Laos)
Recommended for inscription by ICOMQOS (criterion iii), it is Lao
People's Democratic Republic 3" World Heritage Site. More than
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2100 tubular-shaped megalithic stone jars used for funerary
practices in the Iron Age give the Plain of Jars its name. This serial
property of 15 components contain 1.325 of these large carved stone
jars, stone discs (possibly lids), secondary burials, grave markers,
quarries, manufacturing sites, and grave goods. The jars required
technological skill to produce and move from the quarry locations
to the funerary sites. They are the most prominent evidence of
an Iron Age civilisation about which little is known. Dated from
between 500 BCE and 500 CE (possibly up to 800 CE), they are
located at an historical crossroads between two major cultural
systems of Iron Age southeast Asia.

Bagan (Myanmar)

Nominated and inscribed on criteria (iii), (iv) and (vi), Bagan is the
2" WH site of Myanmar. This serial property of 8 components is
located in the central dry zone of Myanmar. Bagan is a sacred
landscape featuring an exceptional array of Buddhist art and
architecture of the cultural tradition of the Theravada Buddhist
practice of merit making (Kammatic Buddhism), it provides
dramatic evidence of the Bagan Period (11" - 13" centuries), when
redistributional Buddhism became a mechanism of political
control, with the king effectively acting as the chief donor, and
is also a complex, layered cultural landscape incorporating living
communities and contemporary urban areas. In the 13" ¢, the
Bagan civilisation gained control of the river transport, extending
its influence over a large area. The property includes stupas,
temples and other structures for Buddhist spiritual practice,
extensive archaeological resources, and many inscriptions, murals
and sculptures.

Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies (Republic of Korea)
Nominated on criteria (i) and (iv), and inscribed on criterion (iii)
alone, it is South Korea's 14" WH site. The Seowon, Korean Neo-
Confucian Academies is a serial property comprising nine seowon,
a type of Neo-Confucian academy of the Joseon Dynasty (15"-
19" centuries), located across the central and southern parts of
the Republic of Korea. Neo-Confucianism, which was introduced
from China and adapted to local conditions, became fundamental
to every aspect of Korea. The local literati at seowon created
educational system and tangible structures conducive to fully
commit themselves to learning. The academies were led by the
class of local intellectuals, and were associated with venerated
scholars. They are located near mountains and water as part of
appreciating nature and cultivating the mind and body. Pavilion
style buildings facilitated connections to the landscape.
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Ritual Preparation in
Namgye Seowon © Oh
J-E, Council for Promotion
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Special Feature: 43" WHC

Side Event: Heritage Asia-Pacific (heritAP)
B2 (HeritAP)

W= KEF

Li Hong, WHITRAP Shanghai
F5h, TREF=HD (L£8)

uring the 43 World Heritage Committee, WHITRAP Shanghai,

ICCROM and Tsukuba University, co-organized the side event
World Heritage Networks: Connecting sites, Connecting People to
introduce the heritage network "Heritage Asia-Pacific (HeritAP)".

There is a pressing need to share the wealth of knowledge, both
traditional and modern, that exists about heritage conservation and
management in the Asia-Pacific among individual practitioners,
groups and institutions to enable more coordinated planning and
increase the effectiveness of conservation programmes. Several
scattered networking arrangements are already in place, but
a strong, recognized platform is needed at a region-wide level
in order to facilitate a more regular and sustained knowledge
exchange. With this objective in mind, WHITRAP Shanghai initiated
heritAP network to foster sharing of knowledge and experiences
among individuals and institutions in the Asia-Pacific Region.

HeritAP will establish links between individuals, groups and
institutions through a digital platform and regular meetings
arranged for and by network members. HeritAP members can
post and share their events, works, publications or case studies on
the network website (heritap.whitr-ap.org). In addition, WHITRAP
Shanghai will support two special events during heritAP's annual
meeting: Awards and Support. To share good practice to a wider
audience, HeritAP will give recognition to a range of contributions
to heritage sector made by network members. WHITRAP Shanghai
will also provide technical or financial support to members to
improve their work. Applications for Awards and Support will open
at the end of 2019.
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Special Feature: 43" WHC

Category 2 Centres Side Event
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he framework for training and research in the field of World

Heritage has significantly changed with the establishment,
in various regions of the world, of capacity building institutions,
like WHITRAP, that have been granted the status of "Category 2
Centres under the Auspices of UNESCO" dealing specifically with
World Heritage.

lucia
.ﬁmsta

World Heritage-related Category 2 Centres and Institutes (C2Cs)
are associated with UNESCO through formal arrangements
approved by the General Conference and are committed to engage
in support for the implementation of the WH Convention. They
are funded directly by Member States where they are located, but
their scope goes beyond the boundaries of their country. Some are
regional in scope, while others are organized around a thematic
issue. World Heritage C2Cs are in constant touch with the World
Heritage Centre (WHC) and take part in numerous initiatives and
programmes related to World Heritage — notably in the process of
the Periodic Reporting. C2Cs meet regularly to share experiences
and harmonize activities.

The side event in Baku, organized by the Arab Regional Centre for
World Heritage (ARC-WH), was the first coordinated presentation
of the actions and efforts of the ten C2Cs at the World Heritage
Committee. Jyoti Hosagrahar, Deputy-Director of the WHC,
opened the event stressing the relevance of C2Cs as UNESCO
partners. Simone Ricca presented the initiatives carried out by
WHITRAP Shanghai, and underlined the effective partnership and
coordination developing in the past year with the African World
Heritage Fund (Cf. p. 21) and the ARC-WH.
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Special Feature: 43" WHC

3" Cycle Periodic Reporting Side Event
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Marie-Noél Tournoux, WHITRAP Shanghai
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eriodic Reporting is one of the core mechanisms of the World

Heritage Convention. The UNESCO World Heritage Centre
(WHC) coordinates and facilitates the process on a regional basis
to respond to the specific characteristics of each region. Thirty-six
State Parties in the Asia and Pacific Region are concerned by the
implementation of the third cycle of the Periodic Report that will
be launched in 2020 (https://whc.unesco.org/en/periodicreporting/).

In Baku, the WHC organized a series of side events on Periodic
Reporting in the Arab, Africa and Asia and Pacific regions to inform
the concerned State Parties and the heritage community on the
reporting exercise.

The successful 3 Cycle Periodic Reporting in Asia-Pacific Region
side event took place on Sunday 7" July. It was introduced by
Mechtild Rossler, Director of the WHC, who strongly highlighted
the strategic role of Category 2 Centres in this process. The Asia and
Pacific Chief of Unit, Jing Feng, and the other speakers, presented
the rationale of the new questionnaire and the online guidance
material.

Marie-Noél Tournoux presented WHITRAP's mandate and key
activities and its possible role to serve the State Parties of the
region. Meng Wang, presented HIST and its technical know-how in
the field of remote sensing showcasing recent projects conducted
in the region. WHITRAP and HIST expressed their willingness
to jointly support the WHC and the State Parties in this process
organizing information meetings for South-East Asia and the
Pacific sub-regions.
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Conference

IAIA19: Where Next for Impact

Assessment?

IAIALS: IR~ ERN T —DEMIE?

Li Hong, WHITRAP Shanghai
F5h, TREFHD (£8)

he 39" annual conference of International Association of Impact

Assessment (IAIA) was held in Brisbane, Australia, from 297 April
to 2™ May 2019. The introduction of the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) methodology was a revolutionary means to
ensure consideration of environmental factors in decision-making.
Some 50 years later, EIA has evolved to be a substantive broad-
based plank in project and policy decision-making. IA processes
have been adapted and applied in a wide range of contexts and
settings across the world.

The utility of IA has been questioned both by project and policy
proponents for impeding development, and by environmental
group and communities for failing to meaningfully influence
decision making and protect environmental and social values. Both
groups criticize it for being costly, overly procedural and political,
and question the value it adds to development and environmental
outcomes. The provocative conference theme invited delegates to
consider A from different viewpoints, calling for reflection on the
imperatives for change. (Cf. https://conferences.iaia.org/2019/index.
php).

In the framework of the cooperative project between ICCROM
and WHITRAP on IA, Dr. Kong Ping, international project advisor
of WHITRAP Shanghai, and Ms Li Hong participated in the IAIAI9
conference. Dr Kong presented “Managing heritage impacts
associated with urban development” in a session dedicated to
Heritage. WHITRAP will further contribute to the selection of
case studies and the preparation of the new IA guidance/ toolkit
through the network and the annual IAIA conferences.
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Book Recommendation

The Tea Gardens of Dazhangshan

ARELUBENRE

Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai
AxRE - BR, TREFHO (L§)

ké “The Prize (..) recognizes the role played by
Dazhangshan Organic Tea Farmer Association in
drawing attention to the need for a more mindful
relationship with the earth and its fruits, both in the
context of these ‘gardens’ rooted in their immediate
surroundings and in the wider shifting reality of the
contemporary ‘tea routes’ that take leaves that are
the expression of profound cultural and ecological
values from this corner of south China to the rest of
the world.” 5y
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he vast system of hills beneath the mountains of Dazhangshan

is dotted with villages surrounded by tea cultivations
managed according to agro-ecological criteria. The undulating
fields with their distinctive rows of tidy hedges unfold between
the forests above and the rice paddies in the valleys below. The
tea plant, which originates in this corner of Chinga, has shaped
a contemporary landscape conveying a sense of history and
projecting into the future the values of a rural environment where
humans have established a harmonious relationship with nature.
The book, published in Italian and English, is a collective work
that brings together twelve unpublished contributions, and a rich
photographic and documentary apparatus, Anna-Paola Pola of
WHITRAP Shanghai has contributed with the chapter “The Most
Beautiful Village in China; Heritage, politics, and transformations in
rural China” (Pages 169-184).
Boschiero Patrizia, Luigi Latini e Maurizio Paolillo, Eds. 2019. The Tea

Gardens of Dazhangshan, International Carlo Scarpa Prize for Gardens 2019.
Fondazione Benetton Studi Ricerche, Treviso, Italy.

244 pages, ISBN 978-88-8435-150-0
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Lecture

Transitional Territories on the Yangtze

River Delta
1= %")Hfg,}bﬁﬂ

Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai
xR - B, TXEF=+H0 (LE8)

he seminar “Transitional Territories: Traditional Agrarian

Landscapes and Architectural Heritage in the Yangtze River
Delta” held on May 29" at WHITRAP, was organized by the
Department of Architecture and Civil Engineering, City University
of Hong Kong (CUHK) with WHITRAP Shanghai. It focused on the
correlations between agrarian landscapes and rural settlements
through the lenses of heritage and conservation studies. 21
students, lead by Prof Andrea Palmioli of CUHK, attended the
workshop.

Simone Ricca presented a lecture on “UNESCO World Heritage:
Cultural Landscapes and Historic Urban Landscape” and
introduced the students to WHITRAP's activities in this field. Prof
Palmioli's lecture analysed two sites in Shanghai metropolitan area
that witnessed a very different evolution of their landscape in the
past 30 years, emphasising the importance of a multi-disciplinary
approach taking into consideration cultural, environmental,
technical and site-based elements. Finally, Anna-Paola Pola's
conclusive lecture “Small Settlements: the Role of Culture for
Sustainable Development” presented WHITRAP's ongoing research
on rural landscapes, and discussed the role of culture and heritage
in the definition of village revitalization strategies that could go
beyond the “standard” tourism function.

This stimulating seminar permitted an enriching exchange
of experiences and research methodologies. It was also an
opportunity to introduce contemporary approaches to heritage
and sustainability to a new generation of young Chinese architects,
developing their interest in these themes, while increasing the
visibility of the Institute at the national level.
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Lecture

Built Heritage and Local Sustainable
Development Training in Suzhou

7\
N
Jiang Yeqin, WHITRAP Suzhou
BHE, TAEFEHO (BM)

rom 7" to 14™ June 2019, WHITRAP Suzhou and Xi'an Jiaotong-

Liverpool University in Suzhou (XJTLU) organized the “2079
Asia-Pacific Advanced Building Protection and Rehabilitation
Technology Senior Talents Workshop” focusing on Built Heritage
and Local Sustainable Development — Case-study of Tai Lake region,
in collaboration with the Dept. of Architecture of XJTLU; the Bureau
of Housing and Urban-Rural Construction, Wuzhong, Suzhou;
the Township Government of Jinting, Wuzhong, Suzhou and the
Township Government of Dongshan, Wuzhong District.

In accordance with the Chinese 19 National Rural Revitalization
Development Strategy and the Beautiful Countryside inititative, the
course focused on place regeneration through creative conservation
and reuse, building upon case studies from the villages along Tai
Lake shores. Participants were invited to explore, jointly with local
stakeholders, the meanings and potential approaches to built
heritage for rural revitalization. Lectures, site visits, and group
work permitted to share knowledge and experiences with the
trainees. Experts and professors from XJTLU, Sapienza University of
Rome, Southeast University, Tongji University, WHITRAP and other
heritage conservation institutions contributed to the course that
was attended by more than 40 participants from China, Europe
and Asia-Pacific. The training aimed to familiarize the participants
with construction and restoration techniques of traditional
buildings in Suzhou region, to give tools to appreciate the relevance
of vernacular settlements and their relation with sustainable
development, and to develop design concepts and action plans for
sustainable local development with the concerned stakeholders.
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Organic Agriculture and Social Innovation

for Marginal Areas
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Anna-Paola Pola, WHITRAP Shanghai
LRIPED - KB, LREF=HLD (L£F)

he opening of the Advanced Course on Conservation and

Restoration Techniques of Traditional Architecture for the
Asia-Pacific Region coincided with China's Cultural Heritage
Day, a yearly occurrence held on the second Saturday of June,
to underline the importance of protecting heritage.

On Saturday June 6™ XJTLU and WHITRAP Suzhou organised
a Forum to celebrate the two events, discussing the topic
“Built Heritage and Local Sustainable Development". The
subject is crucial in China and all around the world, since
heritage preservation has acquired new relevance in the wider
conceptual framework of rural revitalization and sustainable
development. Presentations of the experts focused on village
revitalisation experiences and classical gardens analysis.

Ms.Pola of WHITRAP Shanghai presented Dazhangshan
organic green tea cultivation. The area is famous among
domestic tourists for its Huizhou style historic settlements
and as a rural scenic destination. In a strong tourist promotion
context, an association of local families developed a different
experience, based on bottom-up entrepreneurial initiative.
The farmers produce and successfully sell organic green tea all
around the world. This experience is particularly noteworthy
also because the association invests part of their yearly earnings
in education structures in the villages of the area. It embodies
an excellent example of sustainable development in marginal
areas, based on agricultural modernisation, environmental
awareness, social responsibility and innovation.
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Publication

When Heritage is Rural
SR

Anna-Paola Pola, WHITRAP Shanghai
LIPEMD - R, TREFH0 (Lig)

he April 2019 issue of the Built Heritage Journal is dedicated

to rural heritage. Anna-Paola Pola of WHITRAP Shanghai
contributed with an article titled “When Heritage is Rural:
Environmental Conservation, Cultural Interpretation and Rural
Renaissance in Chinese Listed Villages” (https://www.built-heritage.
net/anna-paola-pola-issuel0). The journal has been recently
indexed as a source journal by China Science Citation Database.

Abstract

This article argues that China’s growing attention towards
villages has contributed to transforming the concept of built
heritage and helped in disseminating a holistic idea of territory
that has prepared the ground for the environmental turn the
country is now experiencing. This conceptual transformation was
carried on by a number of converging initiatives from different
governmental institutions and has been driven by different
factors, most importantly, the need to mend the development
gap between urban and rural areas, and the wish to rediscover the
cultural heritage of the country. The Chinese experience in village
preservation was conceived as a component of a much wider
corpus of measures, driven by the rural revitalisation discourse,
and should therefore be situated within this broader conceptual
framework. This perspective leads to a distinctive approach to the
concept of heritage and outlines a type of protection ‘with Chinese
characteristics’ that will increasingly influence the international
context. Drawn on three years of field observations and desk
analysis, the article highlights some of the characters that define
the Chinese experience in village preservation.
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Conference

Annual Conference on the Monitoring

of Cultura
2019 F£RE IR

Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai
xR - B, TAE=H0 (E8)

H

Since 2012, the Chinese Academy of Cultural Heritage organizes
annual monitoring meetings. On June 1819 2019, the National
Cultural Heritage Administration of China (NCHA), Chongging
Cultural Heritage Administration, and Chongqging Dazu District
People's Government, organized the 2019 Annual Conference on
the Monitoring of Cultural Heritage in China in Dazu, Chongging.

During the conference, was presented the new Chinese Monitoring
and Pre-warning Platform Portal and attributed the 2019 Excellent
Annual Report Award to six sites (including Suzhou Gardens).
Monitoring experts presented the mechanisms set in three major
Chinese properties: Hangzhou West Lake, Kulangsu Island, and
Mogao Caves, where high-tech devices record and treat the data.

Simone Ricca, of WHITRAP Shanghai, delivered a keynote speech,
“Monitoring Word Heritage Sites: Why and How”, addressing the
concept of monitoring in the framework of the 1972 World Heritage
Convention, and detailing the existing monitoring mechanisms set
by the Convention for the conservation of the Outstanding Universal
Value of World Heritage properties. The presentation introduced the
State of Conservation Reports, the Reactive Monitoring principles,
the Reinforced Monitoring mechanism and the Periodic Reporting,
underlining the respective roles of State Parties and World Heritage
Centre in the monitoring of World Heritage properties.

The participants to the Conference had also the opportunity to visit
and assess the monitoring system of the extraordinary carvings,
dating from the late 12" to the mid-13" century, of Baodingshan in
the Dazu Rock Carvings World Heritage site.
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Conference Plenary
Session © S. Ricca /
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Conference

Rural-Urban Development

The Future of Historic Villages and Towns
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Anna-Paola Pola, WHITRAP Shanghai
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Plenary 11: High-Level Dialogue on Culture for Sustainable Development
BRIN2: ZHRILETHERRBENE

How can culture leverage resources for inclusive and
environmentally sustainable development in small
settlements?; ‘How to integrate culture in policies and
measures that seek to reduce poverty and social, economic and
environmental fragility?'; ‘How can culture, through creative
economy and responsible tourism, play a key role in attracting
investments and improving overall quality of life?".

These and other issues have been discussed at the UNESCO
“Culture 2030 | The Future of Historic Towns and Villages”
Conference.

The international event, held in Meishan, Sichuan, from 10" to 12"
June 2019, was organized by UNESCO in collaboration with the
Sichuan Foreign Affairs Office, the Sichuan Provincial Departments
of Housing and Urban-Rural Development and Culture and
Tourism, and the Meishan People's Government, supported by the
Chinese Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development, the
Ministry of Culture and Tourism, and the National Commission of
the People's Republic of China for UNESCO.

The Conference brought together Ministers in the field of Culture
as well as Urban-Rural Development, Mayors and city managers,
international organizations, development banks, internationally
renowned experts, representatives of the private sector, universities
and non-governmental organizations from all regions of the world,
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and was attended by some 170 participants (half Chinese, half
international).

In China, the conference was long overdue, and its location is by
no means accidental. Home to the world's second largest rural
population with 578 million rural inhabitants, China's experience
in revitalizing its rural areas, focusing on culture as an engine of
development and as a source of identity, served as a conference
starting point for discussion, together with the principles of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

In the two-and-a-half days of conference, the participants had
the opportunity to follow high-level plenary sessions, participate
to field visits, and debate in highly participatory discussion panels
dedicated to the following topics:

- Creative economy and cultural tourism to alleviate poverty;,

- Community engagement through culture for sustainable
local development;

—-Cultural heritage safeguarding and innovation for
environmental sustainability and resilience;

- Integrated policies to strengthen rural-urban linkages towards
sustainable rural revitalization.

The exchanges and discussions among the participants constituted
the basis for the Conference Outcomes. The final document,
building upon previous international documents such as the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, the New Urban Agenda
and the Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS),
underlines the role of smaller settlements as an integral part of a
portfolio of places that are crucial for safeguarding and promoting
world diversity and the “need for an integrative approach to the
development of human settlements that places people at its core,
emphasising inclusion, connectivity and resilience, building on the
transversal power of culture to embrace the social, economic and
environmental spheres of sustainable development”.

The Outcomes are articulated around 4 important statements:

- “Leave no one behind through rural revitalization and spatial
equity” calls to people-centred and place-based approaches
to innovative economies and services for rural areas;

- “Inspiring communities through culture, quality education

BIERRBTHORIE, ik 2018 F£HEL A
BHREZARNAONRE, H£95.7812
RNER, FEESHIRXMNER, BSULE
NERHMDFSHEIRIE, (FARRKSIT
CH9S|F, F “2030 EAFEARENE" B
RN,

RKRESWEE, S2E2NTeRE
Rl THER, FELTERITISINES
HITHAE .

- M@ BB ARSI IRGE, BFE

B

- MBS MA T X S 5L REFHZ

it XAESERRE ;

— RIPSUEFIeUHET, ASCIIRS YA

SEMAIREIRERES ;

— NOSEYN S BA AR LASEII AT #3548 £ RS

A,

RRKE, BLERZENZHNITIC
BT SRR . RENSIWNHRER
BINENEREAEM, 0 “2030 F£a#F
HRENE , “HEmGET f ‘eREE
KA SZAEEFE (GIAHS)” |, 818 T /INREE
FHEXAVAERLER S ST FRIPFIEH R 214
HXEEMIER. ARNSNHRRETRER ‘B
REGEEEREBUARNTHALRER,
SBEGEM. EEEAYE, SEREE S
SHAER, BIRENtS. SFFTESR
IR, " ASREBESRONFAHTER .

- “THEA— PN AEZ IR E R

RS2 EIFLLA AARM TS

REMETERBHEFERIFRKH

X ARSS s

- “BEXA. KEEE. ARS5EX

RHEMRER" BETEIMEHS.

Beaith T RE NI’ ARNFILBERR

XX ENSHEEN;

Uritod Nations «
Educational, Scentific and -«
Culturad Qrgarazalon .«

“FE.IIllﬂ

Weinane Chian

Culture 2030 |

Rural -Urban Development
The Future of Historic
Villages and Towns

34k 2030 SRR HEAHENAE

Xingfu Village Farmer ©
S. Ricca / WHITRAP 2019
ERENRROARRE - B
= [ MEREFF 0 2019

Conference Logo ©
Meishan organizers 2019
SRR © BLUSIY

42



43

and citizens' engagement’, addresses the need in building
on quality education, enhancement of local capacities and
empowerment to ensure equal access to opportunities for
rural communities;

-"“Safeguarding of cultural heritage and innovation for
environmental sustainability and resilience”, underlines the
symbiotic relationship between human settlements and
land, the value of traditional knowledge to address global
challenges, as well as the ineluctability of change and the
importance of adaptation through innovation;

—-"Integrated polices to strengthen rural-urban linkages
towards sustainable rural revitalization” acknowledges
the interdependence between rural and urban areas and
the need to ensure good planning and effective territorial
governance considering extended networks of settlements
and territorial systems.

During the conference, the report ‘China at a Glance' was launched.
Edited by Giulio Verdini, the publication presents policies and
experiences of rural revitalization in China through culture and
creativity. Anna-Paola Pola of WHITRAP Shanghai contributed to
the report with five case studies:

1. Safeguarding cultural heritage and promoting regional
development through advanced landscape management
planning and ad hoc funds (West Lake Hangzhou District,
Zhejiang Province);

2. Collaborating with artists to diversify rural tourism through
culture (Jiulong, Nanping, Fujian Province);

3. Using digital technologies to bridge rural-urban gaps
(Dingjiaping, Huaihua, Hunan Province);

4. A participative approach to eco-tourism that ensures the
safeguarding of natural and cultural heritage (Liju, Yulong
County, Yunnan Province);

5 Living heritage as a driver of local economic and
environmental development (Dazhangshan, Wuyuan County,
Jiangxi Province).

Two site visits completed the conference, offering the international
participants the opportunity to have a glance to a couple of villages
in Meishan area that embody widespread Chinese practices of rural
revitalisation.

Hongxing Village is the historic part of Liujiang Town (3,287 inha-
bitants), along the Huaxi River. The village features architectures
of late Qing Dynasty, early People's Republic of China, the
Cultural Revolution and the early reform period, plus a famous
key national historical residence. Since 2008, the historic town
underwent a comprehensive rural revitalization plan, comprising
urban development projects supported by the World Bank (roads,
sewage), architectural restoration (waterfront regeneration and
commercial strip development) promoted by the government,
and later, creation of tourism facilities (new accommodations and
structures) developed by private companies. Nowadays almost 3
million tourists visit the village every year, and a smart system for
monitoring and controlling the tourist flow and booking system is
in place.
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Xingfu Village, in Shunlong Town, is a small mountain settlement
(123 inhabitants) that relies primarily on the local high-quality
production of citrus fruits. As a complementary business activity,
local community is experimenting with small-scale tourism
development. In 2017, the village committee invited a private
management company to renovate and manage four courtyard
houses, developing accommodations (17 rooms) and restaurants
for visitors. The private company provides an annual fee of 100,000
CNY (15.000 USD) to the villagers, but due to the relatively limited
profits of the restaurants and homestay schemes, the possibility to
introduce an entry ticket (with a 10% share for the local community)
is being considered.

WHITRAP Shanghai assisted the organizers in recommending
Chinese experts speakers and Prof Zhou Jian, Simone Ricca, and
Anna-Paola Pola attended the Conference.
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Jiang Yeqin / TRAINING DEPARTMENT: Wang Qinran, Lin Lin, Jin Yifan / MONITORING DEPARTMENT: Shi
Chunyi, Zhang Yujun / ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF: Yan Yunyue, Zhao Xuan, Wu Jing
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DIRECTOR: Zhou Jian / DEPUTY DIRECTOR: Simone Ricca / EXECUTIVE DEPUTY DIRECTOR: Lu Wei /
SPECIAL ADVISOR: Gamini Wijesuriya / PROJECT DIRECTOR: Marie-Noel Tournoux / DIRECTOR URBAN
PLANNER: Anna-Paola Pola / INTERNATIONAL PROJECT ADVISOR: Kong Ping / PROGRAMME SPECIALISTS:
Li Hong, Liu Zhen, Luo Xi, Pei Jieting / ARCHIVE MANAGER: Li Jianzhong / ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:
Zhou Jiyun / PROJECT ASSISTANT: Zhang Zhuo / INTERNS: Gracia Gu, Lai Junheng, Wang Lei, Jin Yixin,
Helena Roux, Shi Yulin / VOLUNTEER: Janice Ng, Chen Jiayang
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The World Heritage Training and Research Institute for the Asia and Pacific Region
(WHITRAP) is a Category Il institute under the auspices of UNESCO. It was the first
international organization in the field of world heritage to be established in a de-
veloping country. Mandated by the States Parties of the World Heritage Convention
and other States Parties of UNESCO, the institute was founded to promote the con-
servation and development of World Heritage in Asia and Pacific Region. WHITRAP
has three branches in Beijing, Shanghai, and Suzhou.

The Shanghai Centre at Tongji University focuses on the conservation of cultural
heritage, such as the sustainable development of ancient towns and villages, archi-
tectural sites, architectural complexes, and cultural landscapes.

The Beijing Centre at Peking University is in charge of natural heritage conservation,
archaeological excavation, and management of the sites' cultural landscape.

The Suzhou Centre, hosted by Suzhou Municipal Government, is in charge of tradi-
tional architectural craftsmanship and restoration, conservation materials analysis,
and historic garden restoration and maintenance.

Research for the Asia and Pacific Region
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www.whitr-ap.org

2 HIST
International Centre on Space Technologies
for Natural and Cultural Heritage
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www.unesco-hist.org

3 ARC-WH
Arab Regional Centre of World Heritage
www.arcwh.org

ITRECH

International Training and Research Center on
the Economics of Culture and World Heritage
www.css-ebla.it/ (provisory)

AWHF
African World Heritage Fund
Website: https://awhf.net/

Centre for World Natural Heritage
Management and Training for the
Asia and Pacific Region
wii.gov.infunesco_category2_centre

CLC

Regional Heritage Management Training
Centre “Lucio Costa”. Portal.iphan.gov.br/clc

International Centre for Rock Art and
the World Heritage Convention

IRPMZ
Regional World Heritage Institute in Zacatecas
WWW.Unesco-zacatecas.org.mx/

10 CHEADSEA

Centre for Human Evolution, Adaptation &
Dispersals in Southeast Asia

@1)TRAP

The World Heritage Institute of Training and
Research for the Asia and the Pacific Region
under the auspices of UNESCO

MEACHI X St
b lIEST0i S SV

A E R AR A X FRIE I SHR RO
(WHITRAP ) 2Et&EHR ARW—XEFNG, RE—NE
REFERZZAERIPRSOE UG . BIRSTIAMX ( it
RIEFAY) HUEREMHKEELRCARREAE, HHAFLK
X EFREHRF SRR,

& E SR AR K i RE=H) SHRF ORI
=, L. BMEDFOEEL. EiFP0 (RFAEFED) EBHR
EXWEFRIPIEXIE, SENHE, NERPSTRELRE. &
R RRINEY | RFUBAHRIP AR SRS JERPD (bR
FED ) FBRRBRETRE . TERRSEIHEBURLSE
WMER; BP0 (HMNHERFRD ) ERRBEFRABATEE .
FRIPRIAR R EHRIE S SHER o



