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The General Conference, UNESCO's
supreme ruling body, brings together
representatives of its 193 Member
States every two years. More than
3,000 participants, including eight
Heads of State and government and
some 260 ministers and deputy
ministers, attended the session held
at the UNESCO Headquarters.
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The 35thUNESCO General Conference andthe 17th General Assembly
of StatesParties to the World Heritage Convention
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The UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, France hosted two major
conferences this October. The 35th session of the General
Conference lasted from 6-23 October 2009, and the 17th General
Assembly of States Parties to the World Heritage Convention
from 23 to 28 October 2009.

The General Conference approved the establishment of four
new category 2 centres under the auspices of UNESCO. The
purpose of such centres is to assist and support Member States
in the implementation of the 1972 World Heritage Convention
in their territories. These news centres are the Arab Regional
Centre for World Heritage (ARC-WH) in Bahrain, the Regional
Heritage Management Training Centre in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil),
the African World Heritage Fund (AWHF) and the Regional
‘World Heritage Institute in Zacatecas (Mexico). They have joined
the ranks of the World Heritage Training and Research Institute
for the Asia and the Pacific Region in China (WHITRAP) and
the Nordic World Heritage Foundation in Oslo, both active
category 2 centres under the auspices of UNESCO. These centres
form part of a wider network of World Heritage related Training
and Research Centres and Funds.

The 35th Session of UNESCO's General Conference was marked
by the election of Irina Bokova as Director-General of the
Organization. Ms. Bokova is the first woman and the first
representative from Eastern Europe to be named to the post.

Later on in the month, the General Assembly addressed the future
of the World Heritage Convention through three themes: the
results of the Workshop on the Future of the Convention, held
at UNESCO Headquarters in February 2009; an examination
of the mainstreaming strategies of World Heritage related to the
Millennium Development Goals and the one-UN Process, and
in the intergovernmental and bilateral aid system and on World
Heritage and Sustainable Development; and the theme of "2012
and Beyond", the road map toward the 40th anniversary of the
Convention and a long-term vision.
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On Dec. 24, 2009, During the 30th anniversary celebration of
Chinese National Commission for UNESCO and 25th anniversary
celebration of UNESCO Office Beijing, the seminar on the theme
of Chinese National Commission for UNESCO and Partnership:
Civil Society and UNESCO was held at Minzu hotel, Beijing.
Mr.Yue DU,Vice Secretary-General of Chinese National
Commission for UNESCO, hosted this seminar and a keynote
speech was delivered by Mr.Maotiao FANG, Vice Secretary-General
of Chinese National Commission for UNESCO .Prof. Jiang WU,
Deputy President of Tongji University,on behalf of WHITRAP
(Shanghai), participated in the seminar and made a speech.

From Nov. 4 to 6,2009, guests of honor from the Chinese National
Commission for UNESCO performed a three-day investigation
of WHITRAP. The guests included Secretary-General Mr. Maotian
FANG, Deputy Division Chief of General Office Mr.Chunxiang
DOU, and Deputy Division Chief of the Science and Culture
Department Ms. Xiaoping YU. Prof. Jiang WU, and persons in
charge of training and research within WHITRAP (Shanghai) gave
areport on their current work to the Secretary-General, who declared
that he was satisfied with the progress made by Shanghai Centre
and hoped that they would further promote the preservation of
cultural heritage.

From Oct. 26 to 30, 2009, the International Course on Innovation
Planning and Management of Asian Heritage Destinations: Practical
Lessons for Achieving Sustainable Success was held in Sukhothai
Province, Thailand. It was organized by the Asian Center for Tourism
Planning and Poverty Reduction (ACTPPR) and the College of
Innovation of Thammasat University in collaboration with the
Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) Foundation. The course
aimed to provide trainers with a better understanding of the issues
and concepts regarding Asian heritage destination planning and
management, as well as to explore good practices, approaches
and techniques for positioning, marketing and managing heritage
destinations.

On Dec. 3, 2009, The 2nd Asian Academy Heritage Management
(AAHM) Conference was successfully completed in the Heritage
Studies Centre of Institute for Tourism Studies, Macau, China.
The conference lasted for three days and attracted a broad range
of professionals and academies to carry out discussions around
the theme: Urban Heritage and Tourism-Challenges and
Opportunities. Dr. Ping KONG, the Assistant Director of WHITRAP
(Shanghai), was invited and presented a lecture in the conference.

On Nov. 25,2009, The 26th General Assembly of ICCROM, held
in Rome, Italy, received delegations from 83 of ICCROM's Member
States, as well as observers from 24 partner institutions. During
the Assembly, participants discussed about reports on the
implementation of 2008-2009 programs. Besides, they also elected
13 new members to [CCROM's Council for the period of 2009-
2013 year and made the budget and work plan of 2010 and 2011.

On Nov. 6, 2009, the Traditional Architecture Conservation and
Restoration Techniques Training Workshop for the Asia-Pacific
Region was held in Suzhou. The Workshop was organized by
WHITRAP (Suzhou). More than 40 renowned professors and
scholars in China participated in the workshop.

On Oct. 15, 2009, the First Advanced Course on World Heritage
Conservation and Management organized by WHITRAP was held
at Overseas Exchange Center, Peking University. The course aimed
to broaden the international vision and understanding of World
Heritage, as well as expand the network connection. Participants
also performed practical exercises regarding various aspects of
the World Heritage issues, such as the preparation of nomination
dossiers and the development of management plans. Eight
participants from Kirghizia, Vietnam, Turkey, Bhutan and other
Asian-Pacific countries attended the course.
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Under the rule of Qin Shi Huang in
c. 220 B.C., sections of earlier
fortifications were joined together to
form a united defense system against
invasions from the north. Construction
continued up until the Ming dynasty
(1368-1644), when the Great Wall
became the world's largest military
structure. Its historic and strategic
importance is matched only by its
architectural significance.
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The Latest Findings Regarding the Ming Dynasty Great Wall
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The latest findings are based on a two-year mapping and
investigation jointly conducted by the State Administration of
Cultural Heritage (SACH) and the State Bureau of Surveying and
Mapping (SBSM). According to the survey, the Ming Dynasty
Great Wall starts from Hushan in Liaoning province and ends at
Jiayu Pass in Gansu province. It stretches 8,851.8 km and passes
through 10 provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions in
the north: Liaoning, Hebei, Tianjin, Beijing, Shanxi, Inner Mongolia,
Shaanxi, Ningxia, Gansu and Qinghai. The wall sections comprise
6,259.6 km, and natural defensive barriers such as hills and rivers
make up the rest of the 2,232.5 km.

Infrared range finder and GPS (global positioning system) devices
were used in the first systematic mapping of the Wall. The discovery
corrected the common misconception that the eastern section of
the Ming Dynasty Great Wall originated in the Shanhai Pass. In
reality, it starts from Hushan, near Dandong Yalu River in Liaoning
province.

The research group has recently found 498 hidden sections of the
Wall in Beijing, Tianjin, Mongolia, Gansu, and other places.

The investigation will continue with another mapping project to
find more hidden parts of Great Wall, using modern methods in
archeology, biology, geography and topography.
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Provided by KHUON Khun-Neay, Deputy
Director General, ANA
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Angkor Historic Site and Its Management Practices

RFEEIEAERETKhmerssE (9£15
HE) EPENNBIEFRERE, HhaiFEs
BHRFFREZ T EAEMHRBayonFE.
19924, IR, (i), (i) F(iv) EFREES]
A (HREEZEY - BE, ITHREAEN
R R R TR R R AT FhE S,
HRBERZRALSERTFREIIA (HRBE~HE
B3R

1993FEM19955, REFELHEATFH 5K
NTRFERPELREGHMAZES
(ICC) MEN/RFEHWRRPEER
(ANA), BE&RIPEF=HAY T 1.

RN RFENRPSEEREITE
F(EENEA: RBIONMTERRNE WEHB
S5T7TRFE 4R EBHRUNRPTME; 1t
4N, 2006 F o X BT E RS «REE
EEMLY 5 ANAFIHFRBRZERSERKF
THRAFHB TERIZR T HN “BEEER
N, HFNRFENRPIERREETUTES
B : e R0 AR AR T 5 E
H—®89; ROEMe—LEBHNXk. F
S EHNRMET R, ERPHOTREH, ¥R
WRFFE L ERMREARNSS, Mt
B XM EIRMBFE AR

FERPESHN TIER, FBARERE
“RETTREM M CBEFESES MR
We ATEFNERIRE, TRRETIHZE
SBEMRNRROE, SFELAHERMEE
Fi&. MR Wik, JIZEBEURE
FERERSENMAAEZN. BTFAFE
RRERPHENRLY, Birita5REREK
RSk R TE. BERMEEUAR LR
RAAHSERATERNANMYSI. 2004
F, BEETNBAEIE, RFEM R
BEFEERY HHRE. BRAKFENRPIE
MEMS, EMNEFFAE. ABIRPSER
= MR E RS

Angkor Archeological Park contains the magnificent remains of
the different capitals of the Khmer Empire, from the 9th to the
15th century, including the famous Temple of Angkor Wat and,
at Angkor Thom, the Bayon Temple with its countless sculptural
decorations. Angkor was inscribed on World Heritage List in 1992
on the basis of criteria (i), (ii), (iii) and (iv). However, in order
to deal with the urgent problems of conservation quickly and
effectively, the World Heritage Committee inscribed the site on
the List of World Heritage in Danger in the same year.

The International Coordinating Committee for Safeguarding and
Development of the Historic Site of Angkor (ICC) and the Authority
for the Protection and Management of Angkor and the Region
of Siem Reap/Angkor (ANA) was created in 1993 and in 1995
respectively to help safeguard the site.

The international community has had a significant role in the
conservation and stewardship of the Angkor site. Ten different
nations have committed to safeguarding 14 major monuments
within the larger site. In addition to this, financial assistance from
the government of New Zealand helped with the creation of the
Angkor Management Plan in 2006. A more extensive document,
the Heritage Management Framework, is being developed by the
ANA and the World Heritage Committee, with financial support
from the Australian government. The safeguarding and conservation
program follows several guiding principles: to treat each monument
as an integral part of the overall site; to study each monument
in its full cultural, historical, archeological, and environmental
context; and to involve Cambodian professionals and skilled workers
in the process while ensuring the transfer of knowledge and skills.

Throughout the process of managing and safeguarding the site,
the principles of sustainable development and respect for living
heritage have been highlighted. This has brought to the forefront
issues that need to be addressed, including standard of living,
deforestation, urbanization, education for children, and the negative
effects of rapid economic development. Sustainable development
activities have been designed to work in tandem with conservation
efforts. Major efforts have been dedicated to community outreach,
and to seeking the cooperation and participation of locals. The
government of Cambodia and the ANA have both emphasized
their commitment to the inclusion of residents in the management
of the site. Till 2004, Angkor was removed from the List of World
Heritage in Danger. Ultimately, the ongoing efforts at the Angkor
site provide an interesting example of heritage management at
a large and complex site of international importance.
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I"m pleased to join this forum.It has
provided us with the opportunity to
expedite the conservation of Culture
Heritage, said by Mr. Maotian FANG.
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It is my pleasure to discuss the hot topics
on heritage preservation with such
renowned guests, said by Prof. Jiang WU.
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We should continue urban construction
and development. On the other hand,
however, we should also pay more
attention to the conservation of our
heritage,said by Prof. Hai YU.
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The Cultural Heritage conservation is a
far more difficult job for media to cover.
But, it is a common interest between
Media and citizens, who take it as a kind
of value and keep their eyes on it. Said
by Prof. Jian ZHOU.
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Actually, it's real vital that Conservation
Fourm forged a strong bond linking to

the heritage conservaton between Media
and residents,said by Mr.Yang XIANG
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Special Topic IV: Financial Management and Operation in
Heritage Conservation UK Experience and Chinese Issues
Mr. Simon Molesworth, Chairman of the International National
Trusts Organization, briefly introduced the inception and background
of INTO. He especially emphasized the importance of raising
awareness regarding world heritage management. Mr. Donald
Hankey, President of ICOMOS (England), described how ICOMOS
plays a significant role in world heritage conservation. Mr. Zhiyong
LI, Secretary-General of Oriental Culture Heritage Protection
Association, discussed the series of difficulties he met in fund-
raising and the day-to-day running of his organization. Prof.
Xiaoming ZHU, Associate Professor of CAUP, Tongji University
compared China and England's different methods of world heritage
protection. She also noted that humans were the main cause of
most of the problems. (Nov.12, 2009)

Simon

Topic VI: The Urban Scale and Living World Urban
Heritage Conservation from a Sociological Perspective

Prof. Hai YU, a well-known sociologist from Fudan University,
pointed out that increasingly rapid urban construction has gravely
damaged the authenticity of how a city looked like 30 years ago.
There is an urgent need for the exploration of possibilities for
sustainable development. Mr. Weixian QIN, Vice Editor-in-chief
of the magazine Exploration and Discovery, discussed the havoc
wreaked upon historical buildings in old town areas during a
turbulent age in Chinese history. Prof. Haixiao PAN from CAUP
analyzed existing problems and said that they were a result of a
general ignorance of social and cultural value. Afterwards, Mr.
Maotian FANG from the China National Commission for UNESCO
and Prof. Jiang WU, Vice President of Tongji University, encouraged
students from different universities to participate in heritage

Topic VII: Roles of Media in Historic Heritage Conservation

Mr. Zhuangmiao LI, Producer of ICS, said the heritage conservation
could be known by more and more people through the cooperation
with the experts and the Media could fulfill their social
responsibilities too. As for some media's current impetuous tendency,
Mr.Tianyang LI, Director of Xinmin News Commentary
Department, thought historical heritage conservation was a quite
scientific work and the Medias also need a kind of scientific spirit
to gain the trust of experts and the public. Mr. Yang XIANG,
Director of Southern Weekly culture department, emphasized
Southern Weekly was more focusing on the values hidden behind
the reality of conveying the information of heritage conservation.
Mr. Jianfeng SHI, the journalist of Oriental Morning Post,considered
the interest of the local government, developers and residents must
be balanced during the conservation. Mr.Jing JU, the journalist
of Southern Weekly, emphasized Medias should keep a vigil over
the powers in absolute superiority as well as those powers must
be the government, developers or investors currently, in which
situation the Medias mustn't be their collaborators. (December 13,
2009)
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A conference on "World Heritage and
Contemporary Architecture -Managing the
Historic Urban Landscape" was held in Vienna,
Austria, in May, 2005. At this conference the
"Vienna Memorandum" was adopted. This
document includes definitions, principles and
aims, guidelines for conservation management
and urban development, ways and means, and
recommendations. Based on the Vienna
Memorandum, a Declaration on the
Conservation of Historic Urban Landscapes
was drafted and approved in October, 2005,
at the 15th General Assembly of States Parties
to the World Heritage Convention. Several
additional conferences on themes related to
the historic urban landscape have followed in
Brazil, Hungary, and Vietnam.
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A New Concept of World Heritage:
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Historic Urban Landscape

In October 2009,the 35th UNESCO General Conference reviewed
a feasibility study on the desirability of a new UNESCO
Recommendation on the conservation of the Historic Urban
Landscape. The study addressed numerous challenges regarding
historic cities and their broader setting, and provided general
principles and updated guidelines on urban conservation. It also
supported the preservation of historic cities as they experience
rapid growth, enabling them to accommodate and benefit from
urban transformation while maintaining heritage values.

The concept of Historic Urban Landscape was originally set forth
at the conference on "World Heritage and Contemporary
Architecture -Managing the Historic Urban Landscape" held in
Vienna, in May, 2005. Principles include:

1. Continuous changes in functional use, social structure, political
context and economic development that manifest themselves in
the form of structural interventions in the historic urban landscape
may be acknowledged as part of the city's tradition, and require
a vision of the city as a whole with forward-looking action on
the part of decision-makers, and a dialogue with the other actors
and stakeholders involved.

2. The central challenge of contemporary architecture in the
historic urban landscape is to respond to development dynamics
in order to facilitate socio-economic changes and growth on the
one hand, while simultaneously respecting the inherited townscape
and its landscape setting on the other. Living historic cities,
especially World Heritage cities, require a policy of city planning
and management that takes conservation as a key point of
departure. In this process, the historic city's authenticity and
integrity, which are determined by various factors, must not be
compromised.

3. A central concern of physical and functional interventions is
to enhance quality of life and production efficiency by improving
living, working and recreational conditions and adapting uses
without compromising existing values derived from the character
and significance of the historic urban fabric and form. This means
not only improving technical standards, but also a rehabilitation
and contemporary development of the historic environment based

upon a proper inventory and assessment of its values, as well as
the addition of high-quality cultural expressions.
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The Ancient City of Ping Yao it N

Located in the central of ShanXi Province in China, Pingyao was
built as an urban settlement since the Western Zhou Dynasty (827-
782 BC) and has a history of more than 2700 years.

The circuit of walls in Pingyao built in the late 14th century during
the reign of the Ming Emperor Hong Wu measures 6.4km in length
and has kept as the biggest city wall in ShanXi. The area enclosed
is comprised of six large temple complexes, administrative offices
for county and municipal administrations, and other public buildings,
as well as office buildings, especially those of the draft banks for
which Ping Yao was famous, shops, and domestic architecture from
all the periods of the city's six centuries of history.

The internal street layout is symmetrical and rectilinear: there are
over a hundred streets and lanes in the city. The main cross-streets
are lined with shops built in the 17&19th centuries which effectively
preserve the historic townscape.

Ping Yao contains a number of cultural monuments. The 10th century
Ten Thousand Buddha Hall of Zhen Guo Temple is a fundamental
reference for the study of early Chinese painted statues, as well as
for its architecture. The Shuang Lin Temple, founded in the 6th
century, is also renowned for its collection of over two thousand
decorated clay statues dating from the 12th -19th centuries.

Ping Yao is an exceptionally well-preserved example of a traditional
Han Chinese city. Its urban fabric shows the evolution of architectural
styles and town planning in Imperial China over five centuries. Of
special interest are the imposing buildings associated with banking,
for which Ping Yao was the major centre for the whole of China in
the 19th and early 20th centuries.

The Ancient City of Ping Yao was inscribed into the World Heritage
List of UNESCO in 1997. It fits the criterion of Outstanding Universal
Value of (ii) (iii) (iv) . Remarks from the World Cultural Heritage
Committee are:

Ping Yao is an exceptionally well preserved example of a Han Chinese
city founded in the 14th century and occupied continuously since
that time which has undergone no radical changes in form or material
since the 19th century.

(Source: http://whc.unesco.org)
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