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On behalf of the Chinese Ministry of Education, Vice Minister Mr. XinSheng
ZHANG attended the opening ceremony of the World Heritage Institute of Training
and Research-Asian and Pacific (WHITR-AP) on May 21t 2007. He praised the
foundation of the institution, calling it a profound and pivotal point in history and
proof of the increasing cooperation between the Chinese government and UNESCO
in contributing to humanity's common heritage and treasure. It also showed that
China was performing its duties and responsibilities as a member state of UNESCO.
This establishment is an indication of a new stage of the mutual collaboration
between the Chinese Government and UNESCO. Furthermore it is evidence of
China’s profound sense of responsibility as a State Party that entered the World

Heritage Convention in 1985.
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Mr. XinSheng ZHANG expounded on a few probable challenges on the progress of
WHITR-AP:

First, the significance and pressing urgency of heritage conservation. The fact
that there are more than 800 World Heritage sites in over 138 countries, 33 of which
are located in China, makes the task of protecting world heritage very difficult. The
advent of economic globalization, the Age of Information, and the Media Era
combined with the need for authenticity and integrity of heritage protection
mentioned in the 4C strategies have made heritage preservation an increasingly
demanding task. The problems pertaining to capacity building and effective scientific
research are also of great importance. Other great challenges include the unbalance
of World Heritage sites, the adscription of World Heritage sites, coordination
between different administrative departments, the overlap and cooperation in
various disciplines, etc. All require large numbers of professionals on heritage
preservation and management.

Second, that WHITR-AP is the first heritage training and research institute to be
promoted in developing countries by UNESCO. With the fastest economic growth and
also with the widest gap between the rich and poor, the Asia and Pacific Region
reveals great cultural diversity as well as many challenges that WHITR-AP needs to
face. These will be our common duties—not only the careful study of administration’s
policies, plans, designs, and so on, but also the method with which to combine
heritage protection with sustainable development as well as worldwide peace and
growth. Both are themes and objectives that UNESCO pursues, as well as what the
Chinese Government advocates and promises.

Third, that the Chinese government has devoted high attention to heritage
conservation. The key factor to the success of WHITR-AP relies on sound
collaboration: on the cooperation between UNESCO and relative departments in the
Chinese government, on WHITR-AP’s association with other member states in the
Asia and Pacific Region, and with international institutions such as UNESCO/WHC,
ICCROM, ICOMOS, and IUCN, etc. In the process of WHITR-AP, it is necessary to
focus on four multi- intercross co-ordinations, which are multi-departments,
multi-disciplines, multi- scopes, and multi-tiers. WHITR-AP should be established as
an open platform, whose themes and goals are to promote services not only to
China, but also to all the member states in Asia and Pacific Region, with the “Ask In”
and “Get Aboard” manner.

Fourth, that the three branches in Beijing, Shanghai, and Suzhou are united but
independent, and integrated yet autonomous. They should be joined together and
coordinated as one institute while also showing unique individuality.

Fifth and last, Mr. Xinsheng ZHANG calls for us to make a concerted effort
towards our common goal. By working together, we will be able to do our work well
and eventually provide even better protection for heritage sites all over the Asia and

Pacific region.
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On 21°* May, 2007, a Memorandum of Understanding was successfully signed between
ICCROM and the WHITR-AP (Shanghai), which built a solid foundation for the future

international development of WHITR-AP (Shanghai) to contribute in the specialized field of
world heritage protection.
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On June 26, 2007 Ms. Mai Mohammed Al Khalifa, Undersecretary of the Kingdom of Bahrain
Culture & National Heritage, paid a visit to the Shanghai branch along with her colleagues.
During the meeting, experiences in world heritage conservation were shared and a
preliminary intent for future cooperation was identified
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The 2007 Cultural
Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal’, which was co-organized by Ruanyisan Heritage Foundation,

Heritage Conservation Forum of Cities and Towns along the

National Research Center of Historic Cities, Tongji University, and WHITR-AP (Shanghai), was
held on June 16th in Shanghai, along with the establishment of the urban heritage
observatory station of the Grand Canal.
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The exhibition of
actively prepared for. This event is co-organized by WHITR-AP (Shanghai), Shanghai Cultural

‘Noah’s Ark——Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow of Tilangiao’ is being

Development Foundation, and Ruanyisan Heritage Foundation. It will be held in Shanghai at
the end of October. The district of Tilangiao is called the ‘Noah’s Ark of the Jews’, since it was
once a shelter for nearly 30,000 Jewish refugees from Europe during the World War II.
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The International Symposium on the Organization and Operation of World Heritage Institute
of Training and Research - Asia and Pacific utilized the remote video system for the first time,
successfully connecting the three sub-centers in Shanghai, Beijing, and Suzhou. This new
networking technology has paved a way for further collaboration, and has also provided a firm
foundation for world heritage conservation in the Asian Pacific region.
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Archives of WHITR-AP (Shanghai) is under construction, which will include regulations, guild
lines and skills of heritage conservation, documents of world heritage sites both in AP and
China, and other relevant files concerning heritage protection. We would be highly appreciated
your help if any institutes of heritage conservation could provide such books or electronic

documents.
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Prof. Herb Stovel, the World Heritage specialist commissioned by UNESCO, paid a visit to the Shanghai
branch of the World Heritage Institute of Training and Research-Asia and Pacific (WHITR-AP, Shanghai) from
June 17-19, 2007 as part of his overall evaluation of WHITR.

Prof. Herb Stovel examined the work report regarding the organization and operations of WHITR-AP
(Shanghai) in the afternoon of June 17. Representatives from WHITR-AP (Shanghai) outlined the organization’s
objectives, functions, structure, future expansion, and plans for the year 2007-2008. The next day, Prof. Herb
Stovel met with Mr. Tian Xiaogang (Secretary-General of Chinese National Commission for UNESCO), Mr. Li
Yongsheng (Deputy President of Tongji University), Prof. Wang Bowei (President Assistant of Tongji University),
and other distinguished guests. Mr. Li Yongsheng warmly welcomed Prof. Stovel on behalf of Tongji University
and pledged the school’s support for WHITR-AP (Shanghai). The two discussed the possible future
developments of WHITR-AP (Shanghai). Prof. Herb Stovel talked with Mr. Yang Guogiang, Director of Shanghai
Foreign Affairs Office in the afternoon. Mr. Yang said that the Shanghai Municipal Government has always been
engaging in environment protection and heritage conservation, and would greatly support WHITR-AP
(Shanghai) by providing staffs and offices. Addressing Prof. Stovel’s concerns over funding, Mr. Yang
guaranteed that the Shanghai Municipal Government would provide suitable projects to support the
organization.

During the evaluation, Prof. Herb Stovel expressed his high approval at the progress made by WHITR-AP
(Shanghai). Such achievements include the establishment of an official website, newsletter publications, an
effective management system, and extensive domestic and international collaboration, etc.

Following the comments and suggestions given by Prof. Herb Stovel, the Shanghai sub-center of WHITR-AP

will define the organization’s future direction,
encourage cooperation among all three sub-centers,
international

and promote both domestic and

cooperation.

2007 £ 7 B 2 BAE# A Z BT AR 10X
H%E 31 EHEAREFZRSSWRFIARE. AEINGEH
WY 130 et FRE M, BIEPEACR =R R
(8. Xz« BIME) HNEE, 2B="THHR, WIL
HWAMFRAIERL S A LR AR R

FRSWIHITE 22 R =t AR~ 2R
(FE4E 1 AmtY RIB) - PEBREARHIRFE
N, SRR FRE T PR RSB RS~
—ELENE (BEEAMN. 2N EXRERE) .
FIERIALE, FEA 35 AtFREH, B4 25 Xk
B, BB, 4REE, URTFEAFIFA
P B R =1,

SN AOR S VOE R FUBHT- TR R T T IR FI%
7, TEHBEITR A SERF SRR FE AR
RAE: EEERRAHREFHNFNERS; KEZ
EERBEFMIGE; AL RER/BEERR; L%
EERZIE 10 FRIFMA (HFRE=RLY HHEAER
HRBINE; AL RAXEDSF 3 AHEFBEFHER
HIRBINE; BRItz REXTEMHNNEFENET
MrASERER

AUMX XYBERRPESESERERRITS (GERSW) F 2007
F5 R 2428 REILRB . SWETHRARSE 30 BHEREFZERS
AL B R AMBELEE TRRSELMRANEERIN, U
REEXNFARBEAXAE R TXUESRPESELERARANRE
= TBHFM.

kB 20 MERK 60 ZREFR. EREZHARINBAISERRNER

traditions and cultures.

The 31° Session of UNESCO World Heritage

The 31% session of the World Heritage Committee was concluded successfully in
Christchurch, New Zealand on July 2, 2007. This ten days meeting in Christchurch examined the
conservation status of 130 world heritage sites, including six projects in China: three world
heritage sites in Beijing (the Imperial Palaces, the Temple of Heaven, and the Summer Palace),
the Three Parallel Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas, the Old Town of Lijiang, and the Historic
Ensemble of the Potala Palace in Lhasa, Tibet.

22 new heritage sites were inscribed on the World Heritage List (excluding the extension of
the Jungfrau-Aletsch-Bietschhorn in Switzerland), two Chinese sites gained the title of world
heritage: Kaiping Diaolou Villages in Guangdong Province as cultural heritage, and South China
Karst includeing Shilin (Yunan), Libo (Guizhou), and Wulong (Chongging) as natural heritage.
China now possessed 35 world heritage sites consisting of 25 cultural, 6 natural, and 4 mixed
properties, ranking the third in number after Italy and Spain.

This session appraised and supplemented the Cairns-Suzhou Decision. Its main focus was
to revise the priorities by which nominations would be chosen, should there be an influx of
applications. Priority will be given to the followings: to submissions by State Parties with no
properties on the World Heritage List, to natural and mixed properties, to transboundary and
transnational properties, to suggested nominations by State Parties that ratified the World
Heritage Convention over 10 years prior to submission, and to property submitted by State
Parties with equal or less than 3 properties on the World Heritage List. As a secondary factor to
determine priority, only full and complete documentation submitted before the deadline will be
considered for the World Heritage List.
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International Symposium_on the Concepts and Practices of Conserva
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The International Symposium on the Concepts and Practices of Conservation and Restoration of Historic Buildings in East Asia

The International Symposium on the Concepts and Practices of Conservation and Restoration of Historic Buildings in East Asia was
organized in Beijing from 24™ to 28" May, 2007. The symposium addressed the concerns and suggestions voiced at the 30 session of the
World Heritage Committee in Vilnius regarding the relationship between the current large-scale restoration of world heritage sites in Beijing
and their authenticity. Furthermore the symposium explored the concepts and practices of preserving cultural heritages in light of different

In total over 60 distinguished specialists, scholars, and government officials from the relevant organizations, research institutes, and

universities of 20 countries attended this symposium Also in attendance were Prof. Zhoujian (Deputy Director of WHITR-AP, Shanghai), Ms.
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Kong Ping (Unit Director of WHITR-AP, Shanghai), and Prof. Zhang Song (CAUP, Tongji University). The esteemed participants actively
discussed the authenticity, continuity, integrity and unique identity of heritage sites in the Asia and Pacific region. As part of the symposium
program participants were further given on-site investigations of the Palace Museum, the Summer Palace, and the Temple of Heaven in
order to gain a complete and comprehensive understanding of the state of conservation and restoration of world heritage sites in Beijing.
The symposium successfully culminated with the consensus and creation of the Beijing Document.
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Pingjiang Historic Block is the largest as well as the most pum o —
protected historical block in Suzhou. Here, the remnants of Old & -
Suzhou are preserved. The block is at the heart of the town,
covering an area of 116.5 hectares. It features 167,000 square
kilometres of historic buildings and over 100 provincial and
municipal cultural properties, including the World Cultural Heritage
Site Ouyuan.

‘The Conservation Plan of Pingjiang Historic Block in Suzhou’
was drawn up by Shanghai Tongji Urban Planning and Design = = &
Institute and the National Research Center of Historic Cities Tongji = il =
University, after extensive historical and cultural research and detailed surveying. The plan expounded on the
conservation and restoration of the historical environment and cultural heritage. It further specified how the
historic block could be used in urban development to improve the quality of life, the urban economy, and
regional vitality. The purpose of the plan is to protect the historical value of buildings and their surrounding

\ == environment while keeping them residential. Such conservation

= e tactics will preserve the roots of this ancient civilization and restore

the value of this historical block, while also bringing prosperity to
the region.

Because of the innovative methods and remarkable success of
the conservation plan, this project won the Honorable Mention Prize
in the 2005 UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards for Cultural
Heritage Conservation. The Heritage Awards Jury praised the
project in the following evaluation:

“"[Pingjiang Historic Block is] a commendable example of
integrated urban rehabilitation which has restored the
physical, social and commercial fabric of one of China’s most
well-known waterway historic towns. The project adopts a
methodical approach through establishing a comprehensive
preservation plan covering over 100 hectares. In the public
realm, the project has resulted in the restoration of the main
commercial road, rehabilitation of historic riverside
structures, and necessary improvements to modern
infrastructure systems. The project has demonstrated the
feasibility of upgrading traditional housing stock to keep it in
continuous use by the original residents, which maintains the
authentic historic spirit of the place. Substantial
government commitment through financial investment,
establishment of block associations, training of specialized
staff and the provision of micro-credit to homeowners,
coupled with active community participation, will ensure
historic continuity and the long-term sustainability in this
community.”
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World Heritage Sites within the Asia and
Pacific Region Newly Inscribed in 2007

B EZ AR ER B A
Name of Site Counftry Classification Criteria
B EIF Sydney Opera House AR F) I e C (i)
Australia
AR E R B EREsR South China Karst =ajEs| HRER~ N (wvii) (viii)
China
FEHE#EERNE Kaiping Diaolou and FE XfiEr= C (i) (iii) (iv)
Villages China
TR ENEE Red Fort Complex ENE ks C (i) (i) (vi)
India
ARBULBETERESAS Iwami AR Xfeigre= C (ii) (iif) (v)
Ginzan Silver Mine and its Cultural Japan
N kL SFEERE Jeju Volcanic #E Republic | mamer N (vii) (viii)
Islands and Lava Tubes of Korea
FEFEMAIR I EZE Parthian Fortresses of TESHE TAERE C (i) i)
Nisa Turkmenistan

Introduction on Special Institutes of World Heritage Conservation(I)
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ICCROM

The International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property is
an intergovernmental body founded in 1956 that provides expert advice on how to conserve
World Heritage sites, as well as training in restoration techniques.

ICOMOS

The International Council on Monuments and Sites, a non-governmental organization, was
founded in 1965 after the adoption of the Charter of Venice, in order to promote the doctrine and
the techniques of conservation. ICOMOS provides the World Heritage Committee with evaluations
of properties with cultural values proposed for inscription on the World Heritage List, as well as
with comparative studies, technical assistance and reports on the state of conservation of
inscribed properties.

IUCN

The World Conservation Union, a non-governmental organization founded in 1948, advises the
World Heritage Committee on the inscription of properties with natural values through its
worldwide network of specialists’ reports on the state of conservation of World Heritage sites.

NWHF

The Nordic World Heritage Foundation was established by the Norwegian Government in March
2002 and was officially given UNESCO auspices by the General Conference in 2003. By joining the
efforts of the five Nordic countries in support of the World Heritage Convention, the Foundation
promotes world heritage conservation by supporting innovative projects and preservation and
fundraising activities throughout the world, and working towards a balanced World Heritage List.
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The Kaiping Diaolou and Villages was inscribed into the World Heritage List as a
cultural property in 2007.

The multi-storied defensive village houses in Kaiping, Guangdong Province,
display a complex and flamboyant fusion of Chinese and Western structural and
decorative forms. They reflect the significant role of émigré Kaiping people in the
development of several countries in South Asia, Australasia, and North America,

during the late 19th and early 20th centuries, as well as the close links between

overseas Kaiping and their ancestral homes. The property consists of a total of 20  Guangdong Prov.
Diaolou divided into four groups, representing some 1,800 tower houses in their  JF3£ Kaiping

village settings. They reflect the culmination of almost five centuries of tower-house

building and the still strong links between Kaiping and the Chinese Diaspora. These &
A
buildings take the forms of communal towers built by several families and used as e f V\\(\ b
A ) \
temporary refuge, of which 473 remain; residential towers built by individual rich i @ R
/ rN ]
families and used as fortified residences, of which 1,149 survive; and watch towers, \ \\7 /P’
: o : TRUNNE o o =NEHE
the latest development, which account for 221 of the buildings. Built out of stone, Zili Vilage { rSgpmenii Vilage
o TRNE
pise (compressed earth), brick, or concrete, these buildings represent a complex and ﬁ]ﬁ%&%uége g/ﬁi’fﬁﬁéﬁ Village
Cluster
confident fusion between Chinese and western architectural styles. The Diaoloua / (\\
[
retains a harmonious relationship with the surrounding agricultural landscape, and \_1 «’/ FE
{ \ .
testifies to the final flowering of local building traditions that started in the Ming - ) Kaiping

period in response to local banditry.

World Heritage Institute of Training and Research Asia and Pacific,
Shanghai (WHITR-AP Shanghai)

o db: E BRI 1239 SEFAZETE =R

Address: 3™ Floor Wenyuan Building, No.1239 Siping Rd., Shanghai, P.R.China
BI3E (Tel) : 0086 21 65987687

5B (Fax): 008621 65987687

\ fIHt (URL) : http://www.whitr-ap.org

THE BUND W\ \ LU JIA Zu] l B FHRE (E-mail): whapshanghai@gmail.com
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