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The Dujiangyan was constructed in the 3rd century B.C., during the Warring 

States Period. The administrator of the Dujiangyan Area of Qing, Li Bing, 

engineered a large hydraulic system—the Dujiangyan Irrigation System.  The 

system consists of two major parts: the canal head and the irrigation region. The 

location of the canal head was carefully chosen; the geographical conditions were 

perfect for such construction. This canal head can be divided into another 3 parts: 

the Fish Mouth Levee, Bao Ping Channel, and Fei Sha Weir. It is further made of the 

Bai Zhang Dyke, Ren Zi Dyke, and additional constructions. The irrigation system 

splits the waters into smaller canals while sifting out the silt to prevent clogging, 

all without harming the local ecology. On the east bank of the Minjiang River over 

which the Dujiangyan Irrigation System spans are several ancient architectural 

sites. They are the Fu Long Taoist Temple and the Erwang Temple, which 

commemorates Li Bing and his sons.  

Mount Qingcheng, which towers at 2434 meters, is on the southern side of 

Dujiangyan Dam’s canal head. The mountain is prominent in Chinese history and 

a great tourist attraction in the country. 

In the year 2000, Mount Qingcheng - Dujiangyan Irrigation System was inscribed 

onto the World Heritage List as a Cultural Heritage. The World Heritage Committee 

deemed that the site meets standards (ii), (iv), and (vi) of the world heritage 

criteria. The official analysis stated that:  

“The temples of Mount Qingcheng are closely associated with the 

foundation of Taoism, one of the most influential religions of East 

Asia over a long period of history…The Dujiangyan Irrigation 

System, begun in the 2nd century BCE, is a major landmark in the 

development of water management and technology, and is still 

discharging its functions perfectly. The immense advances in 

science and technology achieved in ancient China are graphically 

illustrated by the Dujiangyan Irrigation System.” 
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