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PREFACE ®IS

Prof. Zhou Jian Secretary-General of WHITRAP
Bfe BREEHMART XX EFE~ENSHRP OB

HITRAP Newsletter presents the work carried out by our

Institute in China and the Asia-Pacific region to support the
World Heritage Convention and fulfil our mandate as UNESCO World
Heritage Category Il Centre.

The articles of Issue 46, covering the period August - October 2019,
show the activities we undertook in Japan, Philippines and across
China, and include two texts presenting relevant experiences in ltaly
and France directly connected with our ongoing researches and
projects.

The “Special Feature” section is dedicated to the ICOMOS CIAV &
ISCEAH International Conference held in the Ancient City of Pingyao,
in the Shanxi Province, from 6 to 9™ September 2019. The first text
presents the World Heritage site and the actions being realized in
the city in the past years. A second article details the program and
the results of the Conference. The third text presents the contribution
of WHITRAP to support the implementation of the Pingyao ICOMOS
Conference, and briefly outlines the three papers presented by staff
members of the Institute.

As usually, the last section of the Newsletter presents the academic
lectures and seminars to which WHITRAP has contributed, and
introduces two recent publications dedicated to Chinese heritage
written by international and Chinese researchers.

The paper version of the Newsletter are sent to more than 500
relevant institutions and colleagues in the region and beyond, while
its electronic version is now accessible not only through WHITRAP
website but also through the UNESCO World Heritage Centre one.
We sincerely hope this issue will meet your expectations and we
invite all readers to share our Newsletter within your professional
networks.
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NEWS #riE]

Meetings, Events, and Field Missions from August to October 2019
2019 8B E10AMSIN. JETIMLtE R

Jiangnan Park Workshop, Shimen Town
AITKkE ImARMTS

On August 19t - 20, 2019, Dr. Anna-Paola Pola participated in a
one-week workshop “Jiangnan Park. Designing a Metropolitan
Landscape” organized by Prof. Dr. Christian Nolf (Xi'an Jiaotong-
Liverpool University) and Dr. Yuting Xie (Zhejiang University) held in
the water town of Shimen (Zhejiang) on the Grand Canal. Dr. Pola
participated in the review of the students’ work and in site visits with
local authorities, and gave a lecture titled ‘Heritage and Urbanization,
Ancient Water Towns in the South of Yangtze River’.

201958R 190, FHLEBHORM - FRIFLTSINT AFRZFY
JARZE Christian Nolf BRI AFEMERIRAR, ARNKE
A LR IAI RS EDRE—EN IR AHmRMKER”
Wi, = - FRET257T 24 TEREIRFN Sit 7 BUTRItibE
8, ARERTRA “BF-SHEmH, ITRKSEHE" AIEH.

Group Photo © Xi‘an Jiaotong-Liverpool University 2019
SRER © FRAIIBASE 2019

“I| Love Gardens, | Love Suzhou” Youth Park Tour

‘IR BRIV AS AR

n August 23 2019, WHITRAP Suzhou and Pingjiang Street’s

Old Preschool Community Association, organized the “/ Love
Gardens, | Love Suzhou' Youth Park Tour. Twenty primary and
secondary school students participated in this event and visited
the World Heritage gardens guided by Suzhou Garden Protection
Volunteers.
This activity is part of the “Hundred Garden Cultural Theme Series
Activities' aiming at ‘immersing” children into Suzhou gardens
unique features and cultural connotations. The initiative met the
enthusiastic approval of children and parents alike.

2019588230, HAMPOBKEHMNEIMHEIRFRHXAR
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Youth Park Tour Participants © WHITRAP Suzhou 2019
SOERRINAEER © WAREF=HL0 (75N ) 2019



Culture-Led Regeneration in Small Towns in Sichuan Province

91 E /NSRRI S B E R

t the end of August 2019, Prof. Giulio Verdini and Dr. Anna-

Paola Pola (WHITRAP Shanghai) were invited to visit the cities of
Neijiang and Longchang (Sichuan) to discuss with local authorities
a research work on cultural regeneration of inner city areas and
rural villages, sustainable development, and strategic planning. This
research is part of the cooperation between WHITRAP Shanghai and
Westminster University, signed in April 2017, focusing on culture-led
regeneration, small settlements and urban-rural linkages.

20195F8AK, KFIRE - F/REBHIFMK LEPORM - Eh
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WHITRAP Board Meeting Held in Beijing
TREFFOEZBIEER2019F2WEREFHF

n Sept 2", the 2019 Meeting of the 2" Session of WHITRAP

Governing Board was held in Beijing. It was chaired by Zhang
Xinsheng, Chairman of the Governing Board, and attended by Jing
Feng, Director of WHC Asia-Pacific Unit, Qin Changwei, Secretary-
General of Chinese NatCom for UNESCO, Zhou Zhihua, Deputy-
Director of Nature Reserve Management Department of State
Forestry and Forestry Bureau, Wu Jiang, the Executive Vice-President
of Tongji University, and by other representatives of all concerned
Chinese institutions.

The members examined the work reports, the draft medium-term
strategy (2020-2025) and the biennial work plans; they recognized
WHITRAP's achievements in the past years, and underlined the
regional scope of the Institute, stressing the need to develop
innovative domestic and international cooperation. The Chairman
wished WHITRAP will continue to contribute to the World Heritage
protection and management in the Asia-Pacific region.
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Memorial Archway in Beiguan, Longchang © AP. Pola / WHITRAP Shanghai 2019
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Board Members © Wang T./ WHITRAP Secretariat 2019
HESRR 0 XA/ WAREFH OB 2019



Cultural Heritage Protection and Sustainable Tourism

XAGE = RIPAI AT AR RN

On September 15 2019, the International Forum on the Protection
of World Cultural Heritage and Sustainable Tourism was held in
Dunhuang, Gansu Province. Two hundred participants, from eight
countries, attended the Forum discussing new methods for the
development of tourism industry respecting world cultural heritage
values. At the Forum, WHITRAP Suzhou presented “The Protection of
Suzhou Classical Garden Heritage and Risk Response’, highlighting
Suzhou Gardens' practice and experience.

9B1B LT, “HEMUWESRIPSRFTFLRRERSIE”
AHEET, RBESNTERIE200ZERFEHEICIR. 1Sz, &K
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Dunhuang Forum © WHITRAP Suzhou 2019
H2itix © TWAEFHO (754) 2019

Neighbourhood Micro Renovation Course at Tongji CAUP
XFRAFAFBRASHBALFR “BEHEH RIE

his semester, Dr. Anna-Paola Pola (WHITRAP Shanghai)

contributes, with other international and Chinese experts, to
the course “Neighbourhood Micro Renovation: Urban Theatre,
Participatory Action and Community Governance’ held at Tongji
University CAUP under the guidance of Associate Professors Dr. Li
Qing and Dr. Xiao Yang. The course offers an international group of
students the possibility to think about the regeneration of urban
spaces with a quality-oriented approach and a focus on community
participation.

AEH, = - ENETSHMERNPEER—E, ARFK
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hEEBEN AR .

The Cultural Landscape of Jinan Spring City,
WHR “RE” FEAXUEMITIE

On 1 September, Jinan Municipality and ICOMOS China
organized an International symposium on the Conservation of
Spring-City Cultural Landscape of Jinan to discuss and review the
on-going efforts for its nomination for inscription on the UNESCO
World Heritage List.

Simone Ricca, Vice-Director of WHITRAP Shanghai, was invited
to deliver a presentation and contribute to the debates on the
nomination of Jinan’s spring network as a cultural landscape.

9B 1R, FrEmtESTEIRIFHSBREF T ERRAKX
WSEVURTFERBE S, THEFH R T HREEIN T RIS =2 R
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Tongji CAUP Course © AP. Pola / WHITRAP Shanghai 2019
BEFAZ CAUP i#i2 © =i - =h / TAEF-H0 (L£§) 2019

Shandong Province

The Black Tiger Spring in Jinan © S. Ricca / WHITRAP Shanghai 2019
FERER 0 AxR - B/ TAE=H0 (£iF) 2019



Publishing Agreement for Built Heritage Journal

CEZRIEF) HATH AR i

From the beginning of 2020, the Built Heritage Journal will be
published in open access on the Springer Open Online Platform.
On Sept 12t 2019, the Vice President of Tongji University, Jiang Bo,
the President of Tongji University Press Hua Chunrong, and the
Managing Director of Springer Nature Group Greater China Region
Mr. Arnout Jacobs, signed the agreement on the behalf of the
sponsor, publisher and co-publisher of the Journal.

B2020F9F A, (ERES) PHEERSMISTRELZF
B EUFRHAEHARER. 2019698120, EFAFEIREKT
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i

Signature Ceremony © Built Heritage 2019
F={Uz{ © Built Heritage 2019

2019 ICOMOS General Assembly, Marrakech, Morocco

2019EBRFSHIRHFEAS

he 2019 ICOMOS Advisory Committee meetings, Scientific

Symposium, and Annual General Assembly took place in
Marrakesh, Morocco, from 14t to 18" October. Hosted by ICOMOS
Morocco, this event gathered international experts in the World
Heritage city of Marrakesh, where tangible and intangible, the
rural and the urban meet and have complemented each other
harmoniously for centuries. Marie-Noél Tournoux and Anna-Paola
Pola of WHITRAP Shanghai assisted to the Symposium dedicated to
“Rural Heritage-Landscapes and Beyond'.

20194 ICOMOS BHZERERN. MFHHISMEERST10
B14BE18HAESFIAIEHELT. ZEaHA ICOMOS Ei&
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A - B/RSBHLRM - SRIMENEDT “SREF-SURELSNY 8T
AtieR.

Marrakesh Walls © AP. Pola / WHITRAP Shanghai 2019
DHIEHE © % - =4 / TAEFH0 (£F) 2019



In Focus

World Heritage Training in the
Philippines, Preparatory Mission

FREMFE R

Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai
AxE - B+, TAEFHO (LF)

ince 2018, the World Heritage Institute of Training and Research

for the Asia-Pacific Region (WHITRAP Shanghai) and the
Philippines National Commission for UNESCO (NatCom) have
discussed the organisation of joint capacity building programmes
tailor-made to meet the needs of the multiple and rich cultural
and natural heritage of the Philippines (6 World Heritage Properties
and 19 sites on the Tentative List). In 2019, a cooperation scheme
has been agreed, focusing on technical support to World Heritage
nomination drafting, site management, and the role of the World
Heritage Convention to foster sustainable development.

From August 24" to Sept 7t 2019, Simone Ricca, Vice-Director of
WHITRAP Shanghai, and a team from the Philippine NatCom (Ms
Lindsay Barrientos, Deputy Executive Director, Mr. Alfred Blanco,
Programme Officer for Nature, and Ms. Joana Bagano, Programme
Officer for Culture), toured a series of sites in the Philippines to identify
priorities and needs. Within just two weeks, the mission visited the
capital and three regions of the Philippines, at the Northern, Western
and Eastern extremities of the country. Following the mission, it has
been agreed to organize in the month of October or November a
first joint training session in Manila.
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Ifugao Rice Terraces

© S. Ricca / WHITRAP 2019
FESKEHH o AxE -
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B/ WXREFEHL 2019

Ifugao Rice Terraces

Located in the highlands of the Philippine Cordillera, the “Rice
Terraces of the Philippine Cordilleras’ is one of the first “cultural
landscapes” of the UNESCO World Heritage List (1995 - criteria iii,
iv and v), and a large serial property composed of 5 independent
clusters. The Rice Terraces are also inscribed as a GIAHS (Globally
Important Agricultural Heritage Site). The local Site Management
Unit has undertaken an inventory of the terrace cover and started
the restoration of a series of terraces and their water network.

The continued survival of the terraces, however, is threatened
by environmental degradation, unregulated development, and
neglect brought about by urbanization and changing values. The
lack of economic opportunities associated with terrace farming
has emptied villages of the people needed for their cultivation and
maintenance. Internationally supported initiatives have designed
preliminary strategies to counter these processes and address the
management and distribution of water, rice pests infestation, and
the encroachment of residential areas and tourism activities on the
terraces.

WHITRAP and NatCom are considering the preparation of capacity-
building activity in 2020 — building upon the World Heritage
Convention framework and exchange of knowledge and experiences
with other similar properties in Asia-Pacific — to address agricultural
and landscape issues, as well as social and economic aspects beyond
the physical restoration of the terraces.
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Palawan Island and Puerto Princesa Subterranean River WH Site
Palawan Island is the westernmost island of the Philippine
archipelago, close to Borneo. Its unique bio-diversity and geology are
well acknowledged, and the island already counts 2 world Heritage
Properties. Since 1990, the entire island is also listed as a UNESCO
Biosphere Reserve.

Inscribed in 1999 on the basis of criteria (vii) and (x), Puerto Princesa
Subterranean River features a spectacular limestone karst landscape
with an underground river that emerges directly into the sea and
is subject to tidal influences. The site also represents a significant
habitat for biodiversity conservation, with a full ‘mountain-to-sea’
ecosystem and important forest areas (http://whc.unesco.org/
en-/list/652). The Site Management Unit manages effectively the
tourism flows within the site and has defined the property carrying
capacity. Visitors reach the mouth of the river via community-owned
motorboats, and board on small oar-powered boats by groups of 6-7
to visit the first section of the underground river accompanied by a
guide. The caves, that host a unique endemic fauna (birds and bats),
are not lit up and visitors are asked to keep silent.

Possible areas of capacitation for the team concern the overall
governance of the property, the control of growing pressures from
developers, the participation of the local communities, and the
protection and presentation of the larger ecological context of the
subterranean river.

Puerto Princesa site manager will take part to the first WHITRAP /
NatCom capacity-building activity planned in October or November
2019 in Manila. The possibility to launch a specific Palawan-focused

training in 2020 is being considered. Such a course would involve
also the managers of the other Palawan sites visited during the field
mission: Mount Mantalingahan and the Tabon Caves.

Mount Hamiguitan

Mount Hamiguitan Range Wildlife Sanctuary was inscribed in 2014
as natural site (criterion x). The mountain ridge has an elevation
range of 75 m - 1637 m above sea level and provides critical habitat
for endangered plant and animal species. It includes endemic flora
and fauna species, and the iconic Philippine eagle and Philippine
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Subterranean River Entrance:

Oar-Powered Boats
©S. Ricca / WHITRAP 2019
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Mt. Hamiguitan Forest
© S. Ricca / WHITRAP 2019
IREEFRBLFRN © AR -

+ / EXEF=FL 2019

Mt. Hamiguitan Pitcher Plants
© S. Ricca / WHITRAP 2019
NESHBUIEYEE. BEE

O faxfe - B~/ IxEr=Fil 2019
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cockatoo. At the top of the mountain is found a unique mossy-
pygmy forest ecosystem (http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1403).

Its modern Visitors' Centre presents the OUV of the property. The
site management team in charge of the protection of the forest
eco-system monitors its fauna and flora and supports national
and international researchers. Carefully controlled eco-tourism
activities based on hiking circuits are being progressively developed.
The management of the property and the coordination with the
surrounding Municipalities is positively addressed, though the actual
development of the surrounding areas and of the communities
living in and around the property is not yet fully integrated in the
current management mechanism

The capacity-building programme for this site should focus on site
management, to reinforce coordination with the local communities
in the management of the buffer zone, and on spatial planning
concepts to address the main threats caused by the planned mining
activities in the vicinity of the natural sanctuary.
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In Focus

Creative Heritage and Future Leadership

Co-BuiIding Camp
“RIRE - AR

Li Xin and Wang Tianxiang, WHITRAP Secretariat
Zr, TR, WREFHORERBL

From 4% to 10t August 2019, the “Creative Heritage and Future
Leadership Co-Building Camp - 2019 Young Vanguard' was held
in Shanghai and Suzhou. This innovative public event was co-
organized by WHITRAP, HIST (the International Centre on Space
Technologies for Natural and Cultural Heritage under the auspices
of UNESCO), Website on Architectural Conservation and Ruan Yisan
Heritage Conservation Foundation, and implemented by WHITRAP
Secretariat and Jiangsu First Sight Bookstore.

The Vanguard Camp gathered 16 outstanding teenagers (7 boys
and 9 girls) from the best schools throughout China and aimed
to promote the integration of the related fields of world heritage,
technology and creativity. It also aimed to develop the capacities of
the young leaders so that they could actively embrace and shape
the future developing the infinite possibilities world heritage and
technology will offer them.

The opening ceremony, held at Wenyuan Building in Tongji University
on August 4™, was hosted by Dr. Li Xin, Deputy Secretary-General
of WHITRAP and initiator of the programme “Creative Heritage
and Future Leadership Co-Building Camp’. Prof. Ruan Yisan,
Ph.D. Supervisor of Tongji University, Mr. Wang Anshi, Chairman of
Website on Architectural Conservation, Dr. Anna-Paola Pola, Director
Urban Planner of WHITRAP Shanghai, and other specialists and
representatives attended the launch of the Summer Camp. Opening
speeches encouraged all the participants to strive to meet their own
‘great goal’.

$717 2019555
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Group Photo
© Wang Y. 2019
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Dr. Li Xin
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The one-week Vanguard Camp offered the participants a rich
program of activities with extracurricular lectures given by many
prestigious mentors and experts, from China and overseas. Activities
took place in the two cities of Shanghai and Suzhou, where mentors
guided the students to visit, investigate, research and learn in some
20 selected sites. All participants actively contributed to the success
of the initiative.

In Shanghai, the theme proposed to the participants was “Capture
the pulse of the world science and technology creative centre’,
through the visit of a selected number of sites including Tank
Shanghai, UNEP-Tongji Institute of Environment for Sustainable
Development, Tongji University Digital High-tech Laboratory Group,
and Shanghai Fengyuzhu Exhibition Co. Ltd. The visits aimed to
stimulate an innovative cross-border thinking mode in the young
participants.

The main theme of the Suzhou part of the camp was “Explore the
historical glory of World Heritage Creative City". The participants
were asked to conduct a comprehensive social, commercial and
ecological analysis of the local residents of the ancient Watertown of
Lili, near Suzhou. The “Young Leaders" visited the Water Ecosystem
Protection Demonstration Project of Suzhou Lili Town, Langiaodang
ecological park, and UNESCO Clubs & Creative Town in Lili Historic
Town. They also visited the Six Arts Museum, the Pavilion of Surging
Waves, Panmen, Suzhou Museum of Imperial Kiln Brick, and
BoZhong Precision Industry Technology Co. Ltd., in Suzhou.
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After a week of visits, study, and work, on August 9" and 10, the
young participants animated a lively debate on the concept of
“Creative Heritage’, drafted a social and economic investigation
report on the ancient town of Lili, prepared a business proposal on
the theme of the “Future City and Me”, and organised a creative show.

In these activities, they showed their extraordinary potential making
full use of what they learnt in the different disciplines during the
lectures and visits of the previous days. The group of mentors
that guided them throughout the week spoke highly of the
comprehensive abilities they showed during the studly.

At the conclusion of the camp, Dr. Li Xin, based on the result of
the professional evaluation made by the mentors’ group, gave the
“Future Youth Leader”, “Future Star” and “Potential Star” awards to
the participants.

The 2019 Young Vanguard Camp successfully integrated a great
number of high-quality resources through a public innovation
mode, and contributed to stimulate the potential of both mentors
and students through a well-designed comprehensive planning and
a creative execution, that resulted in a true “Co-Building Camp’”.

This initiative provided a valuable learning opportunity for this
outstanding group of young Chinese students committed to World
Heritage protection, and proposed an innovative model of world
heritage research in China.
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In Focus

Promoting Local Memoirs and Historic
Landscapes at Beijing Baitasi
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Marie-Noél Tournoux, WHITRAP Shanghai
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For the second time, WHITRAP Shanghai was invited by HULC
(Historic Urban Landscape Creative) to participate in the “White
Pagoda Memoir” event and contribute in a round table on “Inheriting
landscape culture and awakening the soul of cities” that took place
on 12t September 2019, within the 2019 Beijing Design Week -
Neighbourhood Warming Initiatives organised by the Beijing Baitasi
Historic Cultural District, Baitasi Remade and World Architecture
Magazine.

Since 2017, Beijing Xinjiekou sub-district office, Baitasi Remade,
and the community centre Baitasi Living Room support the
White Pagoda Memoir, the historic photograph collection project
launched by HULC. The 2019 exhibition allowed sharing with a
wide local, national, and international audience copies of historical
photographs and films of the White Pagoda and Beijing community
heritage landscape over the past hundred years. This time, a “polaroid
exchange activity” was set up for the visitors of the exhibition, who
could share their photographic vision of the Pagoda, and create
future memories with the organizers, in exchange of a Polaroid print
of their selected image.

The round table organized by the China Academy of Urban Planning
and Design - Institute of Historic City Conservation, and the Human
Settlements Journal, focused on the importance of integrating
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historic landscape values in contemporary urban planning
projects, going beyond traditional urban morphological analyses
by considering the integration of landscape values as planning
requirements. Conservation planners and researchers from different
institutes and universities presented, and jointly discussed, a series
of relevant case studies.

The mission of Marie-Noél Tournoux, WHITRAP Shanghai, was also
an opportunity to take part in a community meeting at the Shijia
Hutong Museum, a very innovative and highly dynamic community
museum set in Shijia Hutong. Since 2010, Beijing Municipal Institute
of City Planning and Design, and Chaoyangmen Sub-District office
have supported this museum that counts today more than 250
volunteers. The result of this meeting was to develop joint activities
between Shijia museum and HULC focusing on the promotion of the
photographic memoirs of the historic landscape of Beijing through
the dynamic contributions of inhabitants.

As already the case in 2018, the feeling that emerges from the 2019
initiatives is the profound sense of belonging and attachment to
the area of the residents, as well as an impressive - and touching
- need to bear testimony to cities and urban environments in rapid
transformation.

BR. 2lH, REFTEAREMHUIAIRFAL
EARARDZEREG, REKEH .

FELORHITEE, F LB OREmE
AL - BRSTEIRSINT (T LEKAREY
BRI RSN ZIEYIEENFIBERAR,
EREREMNEXEYE, B52010FE, &
JERMEH ML R IR BRI EED
BT, ZEMERITEESEEED250
Ao BRSWRI, EYPEFNRT I SE=XE!
HRRFaNENENES, BIIERS
BURZS, T AERBESMAIBICIZ .

IEN2018EFRIARSE, 2019FEATENR
KIERT LithERAVFERAMT R, BEX
EMIER TR RE S, AMIRATERHNESR
ERA =T,

Shijia Hutong
community meeting
© Wang X. 2019
SERARM KRN

© EE 2019

16



17

Ostana Village © AP.
Pola / WHITRAP 2019
BRHETERITT © R - =hL
[ WREF=HL 2019

In Focus

International Laboratories of Rural

Development
SR EREPRLRE

Anna-Paola Pola, WHITRAP Shanghai
24 - =5, TR (E§)

In recent years, the discourse promoting the enhancement and
development of villages and rural areas has become a recurrent
theme in China. While certainly the People’s Republic constitutes
one of the most interesting fields of experimentation on these
issues, the effort to protect and revitalize marginal lands is a global
phenomenon. Initiatives such as the Globally Important Agricultural
Heritage Systems (GIAHS) of FAO, the World Rural Landscapes
launched by ICOMOS-IFLA, the Rural Heritage Hubs project
(RURITAGE) of UNESCO in Europe, just to name a few, exemplify the
global interest on this topic.

In this framework, Anna-Paola Pola, WHITRAP Shanghai, carried out
a mission to the Piedmont Region (Northern lItaly) to investigate
international experiences beyond China.

Ostana is a village near Mount Monviso (3841 m) in the Alps between
Italy and France, 60 km southwest of the city of Turin. Since the
1950s, the settlement heavily suffered from depopulation, but in
the late 1990s a group of well-educated natives decided to return to
their home-village. Recognising a value in the fact that it remained
untouched throughout the years, in coordination with the local
authorities they established strict regulations for the preservation
of traditional buildings and natural environment in the village
and its surrounding landscape. Since the 2000s, Ostana has been
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extraordinarily active in promoting and organising cultural activities,
attracting natives and newcomers to live and work there. Thanks
to occasional public funds, the municipality created a Guesthouse
and a Cultural Centre hosting exhibitions, training courses and the
Research Centre for Alpine Rivers (with the Monviso Natural Reserve).
Since 2008, the village has hosted the Ostana Prize - Writings in
the Mother Tongue, an annual prize dedicated to present-day
minority languages. In the coming months, an International School
on Sustainability will open in collaboration with a Swiss university.
Moreover, the municipality is building a wellness centre and a
new small cheese factory to maintain the tradition of local cheese
production in the framework of a project on food self-sufficiency.
Ostana also hosts an Extraordinary Reception Centre (CAS) for
asylum-seekers coming from different parts of the world, now
living and working in the village. This summer, the village hosted
the MAB UNESCO Monviso Youth Camp, an initiative organized by
Monviso Natural Reserve, Monviso UNESCO Man and the Biosphere
Reserve, and Fondazione Santagata for the Economics of Culture, in
collaboration with other local institutions. Scope of the camp is to
raise awareness among teenagers living in the region about issues
related to environmental protection and sustainable development.
One of the drivers behind some of these projects is Prof Antonio De
Rossi, from the Politecnico di Torino, who kindly guided Anna-Paola
through the visit.

Maira Valley was the second stopover of the mission. It is a small
valley in the southwest of Piedmont Region, inhabited by an ethnic
minority group very proud of its traditions and still speaking an
antique neo-Latin language, Occitan. Some twenties years ago, the
Occitan Paths were established in the valley. They form a system
of hiking trails, 117 km long, with 14 planned halts at about 5 hours
walking distance one to the other, each provided with a guesthouse
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and accommodation. The itinerary was jointly conceived by public
administrations, foreigners devoted to the area, and local hoteliers
to offer high-quality hiking opportunities and promote small-
scale economic activities in one of the best-preserved natural
environments of the region. The Paths acquired renown, especially
among foreigners (Germans, Swiss and French) and brought to
the Valley a discrete number of responsible tourists conscious of
environment and culture protection. In August 2013, a group of
local entrepreneurs established the Maira Valley Tourist Consortium
to control and guarantee, through a shared code of conduct, high-
quality hospitality, local products, and sustainable practices. These
activities have been implemented within a long-term political
development strategy promoting high-quality public schools,
home health care, and some focused infrastructural and territorial
actions (for instance closing some roads to vehicular traffic), in the
framework of the national Inner Areas Strategy for the development
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of marginal regions.

Another interesting experience is the development plan for Bormida
Valley, implemented by a local institution: the Comitato Matrice.
After an environmental disaster caused by an old chemical industry
that polluted the area, Bormida Valley went through a long process
of environmental and social rescue. Thanks to the national funds of
the Inner Areas Strategy, a development plan was implemented to
fostering development through the promotion of culture. A network
connecting places and activities has been created along the valley,
including a “widespread museum’, an on-line atlas of places and
histories, different cultural paths, regular trainings and education
activities for youth, festivals, and the support to specific agricultural
productions. Guided by Mr. Otto Bugnano and Ms. Carmen Ditto
from Comitato Matrice, Anna-Paola went through the whole valley,
visiting the most relevant places and discussing with the people that

locally realised this territorial vision of development.

Final destination of the mission was Casale Monferrato. This small
town is part of the Vineyard Landscape of Piedmont: Langhe-Roero
and Monferrato, UNESCO World Heritage Cultural Landscape. Here,
Mr. Max Biglia guided the visit. He is actively involved in promoting
responsible tourism and in particular the accessibility of tourist sites
for all, including people with disabilities. He is also responsible of the
organisation of /TA.CA Monferrato Festival of Responsible Tourism.
This annual festival represents an extraordinary opportunity to share
good practices among tourists and to involve and engage the local
community in socially innovative activities contributing to develop
the territory in a sustainable way.

Although conditions might be different (in terms of climate,
geography, infrastructures, services, land ownership, etc.), human-
kind's needs and aspirations are the same all over the world. In a
global, urbanising society, rural marginal areas are experiencing
the same issues. Sharing challenges and experiences is a precious
opportunity to better deal with local concerns. The mission to
Piedmont permitted to get acquainted with compelling solutions
for issues similar to the one faced in China.
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In Focus

Governance and Social Innovation
Mechanisms of Japanese Communities
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Liu Zhen, WHITRAP Shanghai
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From July 7% to 17, 2019, the Dayu Community Building and
Development Centre, and the National Social Welfare Practice
Platform of Shanghai Changning Xinhua Road, jointly launched a
research camp on governance and social innovation in Japanese
communities. The camp aimed to promote mutual learning between
Chinese and Japanese organizations, institutions, enterprises,
experts, scholars and practitioners in the field of community
construction, promoting cooperation and exchanges between
China and Japan in these fields. 19 community researchers and
practitioners attended the camp and visited Japanese community
development project sites in Tokyo, Osaka, Hyogo, Gifu and Kyoto.
Ms. Liu Zhen, Progamme Specialist for Community and Heritage
Promotion Project at WHITRAP Shanghai, was invited to participate
in this event.

The town of Furukawa was the main case study analysed during
the Camp. Located in the Gifu Prefecture (Honshu island) at the
center of the rural municipality of Hida City, Furukawa is a traditional
town surrounded by mountains and crossed by a clear river with a
population of 16,000. Apart from its beautiful scenery, the town is
renowned for its community-development practice that has lasted
for more than 40 years. In 1993, it won the Hometown Creation
Award issued by the Japanese “Association for the Creation of
Tomorrow”, following a series of community-building activities and
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achievements. Historical blocks are an important element of urban
space, and play a relevant role in urban development, preservation of
culture and collective memories, and city branding. This article aims
to inspire a reflection and discussion of the historic preservation in
China through the introduction of the case of community building
in Furukawa.

In the 1960s, environmental issues worsened in Japan due to rapid
industrialization and urbanization and the outflow of residents
caused the disruption of the traditional Furukawa festival. The Seto
Canal a famous scenic feature of the town, became a stinking ditch
filled with wastes because residents dumped the garbage directly
into the waterways in front of their houses. People living downstream
had to bear the consequences and the harm caused by the pollution.
Today's famous Seto Koi (coloured carp) was not originally introduced
for sightseeing but to remind people of the pollution caused to the
water and thus to raise their environmental awareness. This act
marked the starting point of community development in Furukawa.
There are now more than 3,000 koi in Furukawa, over 1,000 in
Setogawa, and about 1,000 more in a pond that raises koi that has
become one of the cultural symbols of Furukawa.

The success of Furukawa is greatly attributed to community
leaders and the Furukawa-cho Tourist Association (NGO) that they
established. Two senior representatives from this community - Mr
Kato Shiro and Mr Shichiro Yanagi - were invited to the camp to
share their experience of community building.

Mr. Kato, now retired, was a government official who spent years
on the conservation and development of Furukawa. In addition to
showing visitors his city, he also helped writing the book “Furukawa
Street Walk'. During the walking tour in Furukawa, the vivid
interpretation made by Kato greatly enlivened the atmosphere.
According to Mr. Kato, there are other ‘community tour guides” like
him, all elderly residents familiar with the community. Even the
mayor of Hida City acts as a community tour guide from time to
time. During the site visit Mr. Kato often met acquaintances, and his
smile and excitement when introducing us to them proved the pride
and pleasure he felt in his heart. The tranquillity and cleanliness of
the street were impressive. Despite the presence of tourists, the area
was not noisy, as if everyone kept quiet to respect the tranquillity
of Furukawa. Outside every family house grew carefully nurtured
flowers and greens, which beautified and vivified the whole street.
Some old people were cleaning up floating leaves in the river with
their own tools, a spontaneous behaviour and part of the daily life of
the local people.

Mr. Yanagi shared with us details of the Furukawa Festival. His
presentation was preceded by the projection of the documentary
The Vision of a City - Furukawa Monogatari (2001). The documentary
explores how the vision of city planning and its consensus affect
the form of the city, and further investigates the relationship
between characteristics of modern cities and the urban life. In
the documentary, Prof. Nishimura from the University of Tokyo
introduced three key words of Furukawa: Koi, Cloud-like Bucket Arch,
and Furukawa Festival. According to Mr. Yanagi, people working
outside of the town, especially young people, continued to come
back to participate in this annual festival that became an important
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element for community building in Furukawa. Many local traditions
and customs mentioned in the documentary have been preserved
and passed down by the efforts of local residents.

Furukawa produces wood, and craftsmen in the Hida City are a
source of pride for the town. In 1896, there were 123 craftsmen in
the Hida City, and this number has not changed much since. In
1904, a fire ravaged Furukawa, but it has been rebuilt retaining the
traditional style of the street. Local buildings are made of wood,
and the cloud-shaped work on the roofs of the houses shows the
creativity of local craftsmen. Most craftsmen in Hida are aged 40 to
50, but there are also some young apprentices.

Furukawa was built in the lowland as a defensive town in the 8" year
of Meiji Era (1876). In present days, the forestry, small-scale materials
industry, and tourism industry are its main resources, while its
agriculture mainly focuses on rice production. Despite changes in
the past decades, the residents of this town still cherish traditional
architecture and craftsmanship, preserving local culture and lifestyle,
and respecting the “old rules”. These “old rules” have played a key role
in the development of Furukawa for decades, and are an important
cornerstone for the sustainable development of local communities.

The love and the sense of responsibility and pride for their hometown
shown by the three speakers and the other residents met during
the walking tour were very evident and moving. These feelings
constitute the real community spirit and the soul of “homeland
awareness”. When working on the protection of cultural heritage
and the promotion of community development, beyond the
protection of material cultural resources, the cultivation, inheritance
and development of this sentiment of “homeland awareness” is a
key factor of heritage protection and community building. It is also
a response to ‘subjectivity’ which refers to the ability, role, and status
that people demonstrate in practice.
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In Focus

Yaodong Villages, In the Realm of Loess

g 1 i FRYEREIN

Anna-Paola Pola, WHITRAP Shanghai
LI - =, TXEFFO (E8)

he Loess Plateau, or “yellow earth”, as it is called in Chinese, is

a dense and uniform soil formed by wind-blown silt brought
from the Gobi Desert and sedimented over centuries on the
middle reaches of the Yellow River. Easy to dig, this soil became an
optimal building medium in a continental climate with extreme
temperatures and limitations. Thus, villages composed of cave-type
dwellings, called ydodong, were a suitable residential solution in
provinces such as Shanxi, Henan, Shaanxi and Gansu.

In early September, Anna-Paola Pola from WHITRAP Shanghai
embarked on a mission for the research on Small Settlements,
visiting several cave-dwelling villages in Central Shanxi Province. The
focus of the visit was Qikouzhen, a town mainly composed of cliffside
cave-dwellings dug horizontally into the mountain slope with up to
five or six superimposed levels of structures. Overall, the settlement
appears like a series of long stone facades with big elliptical windows
corresponding to the internal excavated vaults and facing the Yellow
River. Sitting at the confluence of the Qiushui River and the Yellow
River, the town was a strategic trading dock for the northern regions
(beyond the Great Wall) and along the east-west axis (from Beijing-
Tianjin to Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia).

The history of Qikouzhen shares similarities with many other
settlements (not only in this region nor solely in China) that have
preserved their historic urban layout and architecture. From a
wealthy past, often related to flourishing trade, they went through
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Lijiashancun, Linxian
County © AP. Pola /
WHITRAP 2019
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a phase of neglect until their “rediscovery” by the tourism industry
through endorsing their traditional appeal.

Qikouzhen structures used to host merchant residences, grain-oil
warehouses, iron-silverware stores and their furnace workshops, salt
and tax bureaus, pawnshops, and caravanserais for mules, horses,
and camels. During 1940 - 1948, a trade bureau was also established
in the town to regulate the market of the liberated areas and prevent
the fluctuation of money value in the northwest of the country.

In recent decades, trade drastically decreased, and the economy
of the town has shifted mainly to vegetable and fruit production
(open-air and in greenhouses); jujubes have become the most
important local industry. The development slowdown favoured the
preservation of Qikouzhen's traditional buildings and urban layout.
In 1999, the town was declared a Provincial Scenic Spot and, in 2001,
it was identified as a Tourism Poverty Alleviation Experimental Zone.
A few years later, it was included in the second batch of Chinese
Historical and Cultural Towns and Villages (2005), and recently two
documentaries on CCTV, Nostalgia and Geography of China, were
dedicated to this town.

Nowadays, though yaodong are mainly private residences, a few
have been transformed into guesthouses and simple restaurants,
while a new commercial street runs from the entrance of the town,
near the parking lot. Many buildings have been restored, overall,
the town seems to be going through a phase of transition (in its
economic and social structure) and, until now, the coexistence of
different activities alongside tourism imbues the settlement with a
pleasant, lively atmosphere.

The situation in many nearby Chinese Historical and Cultural Villages
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is, however, drastically different. These small settlements used
to be the hometowns of wealthy Qikouzhen merchants and still
display excellent historical buildings and intact urban layouts. Here,
unfortunately, tourism has become the only objective, and villages
have turned into empty stages and sterile backgrounds for tourism
investments. However, while losing their living environment, these
settlements are also progressively losing their actual appeal for
tourists in a perverse, vicious cycle.

This mission also assessed the presence of villages with relevant
historic buildings that are not yet identified as destinations for the
tourism market and not listed in any group of historic or traditional
villages. In these settlements, residents still live in the historic
buildings and living conditions are harsh.

When considering the future of Shanxi yaodong villages, the
changing fortune of the ancient cave-dwelling city of Matera,
in Southern ltaly, offers a relevant case for comparison. In 1952,
the town was emptied due to health and safety issues and was
considered a 'national shame', a symbol of misery and regression.
While the abandonment led to some degradation, the return of
people since the 1980s provided means to restore the traditional use
and function of the place so that, in 1993, it was inscribed as a World
Heritage property representing “an outstanding example of a rock-
cut settlement inhabited through several millennia until the present
day’. This year, Matera celebrates its status as the Cultural Capital of
Europe.
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Grand Axis from The Louvre
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In Focus

Exploring HUL Approach:

Values and Urban Design in Paris

REMHE

Marie-Noél Tournoux, WHITRAP Shanghai
BRI - BRE, TXE=H0 (LF)

The integration of urban heritage values and
development in fast growing cities (both in
historic and new districts) is one of the key
topics of the UNESCO Recommendation on
the Historic Urban Landscape (HUL)in line with
2015 SGDs and the New Urban Agenda. HUL
approach considers urban conservation and
development at multiple scales as a whole,
overcoming the opposition conservation /

: development, proposing to “flip the coin” to
explore how contemporary development can build upon heritage
and cultural values.

How are historic areas protected and modified and what role and
function is given to heritage values in today's urban development
practices? How can modern urban design consider heritage values
and how can heritage values and their intrinsic qualities improve
project design? What are the areas, practices, tools, guidelines,
norms, regulatory frameworks which in practice influence urban
development decision-making process and urban project design, de
factoimpacting on the safeguard of heritage values to improve living
conditions?

Urban heritage should not be considered in isolation from the
evolving and living city. Protected areas are often islands within a
piecemeal urban landscape. Protection and safeguarding tools
can be backed up by urban design and planning bylaws that allow
the linkage of historic areas with the new city creating new urban
landscapes building upon cultural and heritage values.

Paris and its metropolitan area are governed by such an approach
set up after WWII and upon use guidelines dating sometimes from
the 17" century.

Among the interesting examples is Paris CBD, La Défense financial
district project, located west of Paris. The decision to move financial
activities to the outskirts of Paris not only avoided the pressure of
new out-of-scale development in the historic city centre but allowed
to design a “classic” large-scale new urban landscape building
upon the pre-existing historic 17" - 18" century “Grand Axis” looking
westward from the Louvre (at the time the Royal Palace).

La Défense is a French state-led initiative launched in 1958 to create
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a prestigious financial district for the capital city over 170 ha in three
suburban towns West of Paris. The objective was to design a business
hub mixed with commercial activities and housing, allowing high-
rise and innovative buildings. In the 80s, the construction of the
Grand Arche, an open cube building designed as a new landmark
and architectural feat, reinforced the visual continuity between La
Défense and the Louvre, where IM Pei glass pyramid echoed the
simple forms of the Great Arch. The new urban axis is more than
10 km long and is punctuated by several urban and architectural
landmarks of different eras: the Louvre palace and its gardens, the
early 19th century Carrousel triumphal arch, the Tuilerie gardens, the
Place de la Concorde and its Egyptian obelisk, the Champs Elysées
avenue, the Place de I'Etoile with the Arc de Triomphe, followed by
a major avenue sloping down to the river Seine and going up again
to reach La Défense.

This government-driven initiative provided a structured framework
blending public and private interests without including per se
heritage protection bylaws. The legal safeguarding framework
ensuring the protection of the visual integrity of the axis and its
monumental, architectural and urban setting was provided by
national level laws on historic sites and monuments — two thirds of
Paris are a protected site — and by the rules and guidelines set in
Paris Local Urban Plan (Plan local d'urbanisme). This plan, according
to the requirements of national law, defines heritage sites, buildings,
natural features, and includes “Paris urban landscape” among the
key values. It reinforces national laws defining strictly protected view
sheds for scenic views in different parts of Paris, and notably for the
“Louvre-La Défense Grand Axis". The protection and enhancement of
heritage values at the practical level is supported by the ensemble of
urban planning rules and guidelines — pertaining to land use, general
height control, street width ratio height control, floor occupation
ratio and maximum building ground space, density, functional built
use, building material guidelines and view cones — that shape and
protect the urban landscape and manage its change. New buildings
and novel design are authorized and continue to be built in Paris
as long as they follow the strict requirements of national and city
regulations.

Paris is heritage-focused, but not frozen in time; the city allows the
dual integration of heritage values and urban development, the
actual “DNA” of the Historic Urban Landscape approach.
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Pingyao County Birdview
© CAUP 2019
FELESE © CAUP 2019

29

Special Feature: ICOMOS Congress in Pingyao

Pingyao World Heritage Site and

Ongoing Activities

|¢

Shao Yong and Xu Kanda, CAUP Tongji University
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The Ancient City of Pingyao is located in the central plains of Shanxi
province, 100 kilometres north of the provincial capital Taiyuan,
covering an area of 225 square kilometres. It was inscribed as a
UNESCO World Heritage site in 1997, including the nearby Shuanglin
and Zhenguo temples nearby, meeting the following three criteria:

Criterion (ii): The townscape of Ancient City of Ping Yao
excellently reflects the evolution of architectural styles and town
planning in Imperial China over five centuries with contributions
from different ethnicities and other parts of China.

Criterion (iii): The Ancient City of Ping Yao was a financial centre
in China from the 19* century to the early 20" century. The
business shops and traditional dwellings in the city are historical
witnesses to its economic prosperity in this period.

Criterion (iv): The Ancient City of Ping Yao is an outstanding
example of the Han Chinese city of the Ming and Qing
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Dynasties (141-20% centuries) that has retained all its features to
an exceptional degree.

The extant form of the city dates from the 14" century. It is a complete
set of architecture comprised of historic city walls, streets and alleys,
shops, houses and temples. There are six fortified gates and 72 large
bastions along the walls. The eastern, western and northern walls are
straight, while the southern side meanders with the historic course of
the Zhongdu River. This shape resembles a turtle, which is a symbol
of “longevity and tenacity” in China. There is a large number of streets
and lanes in the Ancient City of Pingyao, mostly straight north-south
or east-west, and four key streets - South Avenue, East and West
Avenue, Chenghuang Temple Street and County Government Street.
In line with the Han Chinese urban planning tradition, the city has
a symmetrical layout with the city tower in the centre, the Qingxu

Temple (Taoist), the Chenghuang Temple, and the Confucius Temple
are to the east, while and the Jifu Temple (Buddhist Temple), County
Government and the Wu Temple to the west.

The spatial arrangement of its traditional architecture is deeply
influenced by ancient beliefs and ceremonial protocols, with a clearly
defined hierarchical relationship. All of the public, commercial and
residential buildings are in courtyard form with clear axial lines and
symmetrical layout.

Since its inscription on the World Heritage List, Pingyao has
adopted the strategy of “balancing development with heritage
conservation’, enacting regulations and plans to comprehensively
protect the ancient city and promote tourism development. With
the rapid growth of tourism industry, problems such imbalance
in development and loss of traditional living environment have
emerged.
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Pingyao Roofs
© CAUP 2019
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At present, more than 20,000 residents, both the owners and users
of the city, still live in the city. Thanks to these residents, the property
remains and runs as a living heritage. Bearing this in mind, when
conducting conservation practices for the city, the research team of
Tongji University has adhered to the goal of “protecting Pingyao as
a living ancient city” through *human-centred” heritage protection
and development strategies.

In 2007, the Conservation Plan of the Ancient City of Pingyao
compiled by Tongji University specified the conservation
requirements for courtyard houses and buildings within the city. It
was later adopted as a statutory technical document to regulate
local planning and management moves. Another ‘Management
Plan” was developed in parallel by the same team to optimize the
management system of the World Heritage Site, strengthen the
capacity of conservation and management committees, and set up
a specialized expert committee.

In 2012, the Pingyao County Government implemented a
Conservation Subsidy Plan for Traditional Courtyard Houses through
public-private partnerships, and issued corresponding incentive
measures to mobilize the participation of local residents and
house owners within the ancient city. In order to strengthen proper
technical practices, the Pingyao government and UNESCO have
invited Tongji University and international experts to formulate the
“Practical Conservation Guidelines for Traditional Courtyard Houses
and Environment in the Ancient City of Pingyao’. By 2018, 93 pilot
conservation projects for traditional courtyard houses have been
completed and awarded multiple prizes such as the “‘UNESCO Asia-
Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation”.

In the past years, in order to maintain the continuity of social
structure and to improve the living environment, the Pingyao County
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Government has invested more than 1 billion Yuan to renovate
infrastructures and facilities, such as integrated pipe tunnels, lighting
and greening, complementing with policies of “replacing coal with
other energies” and corresponding subsidies. The improvement of
traditional houses to meet modern living standards has promoted
the vitality of the city.

Under the guidance of the Conservation Plan, the abandoned
industrial sites inside the ancient city have been reused. In 2017, the
Pingyao Festival Palace, formerly a diesel engine plants located in
the northwest corner of the ancient city, became a major cultural
facility within the ancient city.

The revitalization of local heritage has facilitated the flourishing of
culture. A large number of cultural events are held in the city, such as
the International Sculpture Festival, the International Photography
Exhibition, the Film Festival, the Chinese Year, etc., bringing new
opportunities and vitality to boost the development of Pingyao.

Since 2018, Pingyao has placed more focus on public participation
and heritage education. A number of activities such as Pingyao
Cultural Heritage International Exchange Week, workshops,
VERNADOC camps, and many others have been organized on a
yearly basis to enhance the residents’ awareness and to motivate
public participation in heritage conservation and adaptive reuse.

In 2019, the ICOMOS-CIAV & ISCEAH Joint Annual Meeting was held
in Pingyao providing an opportunity to learn about international
advanced concepts and to listen to advice from experts for the
heritage protection of the city. In addition, a MOU was signed
between the Pingyao County Government, WHITRAP Shanghai, and
Tongji University to improve local conservation and management
through professional technical trainings.
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VERNADOC Closing
Ceremony © CAUP 2019
A& © CAUP 2019

Post Conference Tour
© CAUP 2019
SEiEE © CAUP 2019

33

Special Feature: ICOMOS Congress in Pingyao

Vernacular & Earthen Architecture
Towards Local Development

HAMEAZERNS 5T BRERKRF

Shao Yong, CAUP Tongji University
B8R, CAUP EIFFAE

The ICOMOS-CIAV & ISCEAH 2019 Joint Annual Meeting &
International Conference on “Vernacular & Earthen Architecture
towards Local Development’ was held from 6"-8" September
at the Ancient City of Pingyao. It was co-organised by ICOMOS-
CIAV, ICOMOS-ISCEAH, ICOMOS-CHINA, WHITRAP Shanghai, the
Academic Committee of Historical and Cultural City Planning -
Urban Planning Society of China (ACHCCP-UPSC), the Academic
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Committee of Urban and Rural Built Heritage - Architectural Society
of China (ACURBH-ASC) and Tongji University in collaboration
with Shanghai Tongji Urban Planning and Design Institute and
Tongji Architectural Design (Group) Co. Ltd, with sponsorship
from Pingyao County CPC Committee, Pingyao County People’s
Government and the International Workshop of Urban and Rural
Heritage Conservation and Development in Pingyao.

Itis the first joint annual meeting and international conference of two
ICOMOS International Scientific Committees ever held in China. The
three-day event gathered more than 400 participants, including 243
registered participants from 27 countries and observers comprised
of local residents and colleague students and teachers in China, to
exchange ideas of and discuss about the topic of “Vernacular and
Earthen Architecture Conservation towards Local Development”.

The international conference was divided into 4 sub-themes:

1. Architectural features, values and conservation;

2. Challenges and possible solutions;

3. Contemporary conservation and technical innovation;

4, Adaptive reuse and revitalization towards local
development;
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Annual Meeting
© CAUP 2019
&£ © CAUP 2019

and 1 special theme on “heritage conservation going public: case
studies of Pingyao international workshop”.

As chief coordinator of the conference, Professor Shao Yong from
Tongji University and CIAV & ISCEAH Expert Member, read out the
discussion draft of Pingyao Initiative, which aimed to promote
the conservation of cultural heritage towards the public. The
conference proceedings had been published before the opening
of the conference thanks to a year of hard work by the conference
committee, Shao Yong and her team. Other outcomes of the
conference have also been published in the conference website
(http://2019ciav-isceah.whitr-ap.org).

In the afternoon and evening of September 7, ICOMOS-CIAV and
ICOMOS-ISCEAH held their first joint annual meeting and discussed
the following topics:

1. Taskforce for the Vernacular Architecture Threatened by
War;

2. By-Laws for CIAV and ISCEAH;

3. The Journeys to Authenticity Project;

4. The Pingyao Initiative;

5. WHITRAP and Tongji University Cooperation, etc.

In the evening of September 8", the experts had a round table
discussion with local authorities and representatives of communities
and craftsmen on the heritage conservation of the Ancient City of
Pingyao.
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Special Feature: ICOMOS Congress in Pingyao

WHITRAP’s Contribution
I AR IO ESINBI ST M

Simone Rlcca and Liu Zhen, WHITRAP Shanghai
xR - BR, WE, TXE~+H0 (L£8)

As co-organizer of Pingyao Conference, WHITRAP Shanghai provided
important support to this event. The Institute notably sponsored
and assisted in the construction of the official website, translated
conference documents and provided onsite translation service,
sponsored the publication of the Proceedings, and assisted in the
organization and onsite implementation of the conference.

Liu Zhen, who was also part of the Organising Committee, Li Hong,
Luo Xi and Pei Jieting, Programme Specialists of WHITRAP Shanghai,
personally contributed to the success of the conference

Beside financial, technical and logistic support, WHITRAP also took
an active part in the scientific debates. Anna-Paola Pola presented
a paper on Yunnan, Marie-Noél Tournoux spoke jointly with other
Chinese and Italian colleagues about Fujian’s Tulou, and Khuangan
Li, WHITRAP Beijing, presented to the participants the results of the
Summer Camp of Peking University. Their three presentations are
briefly outlined below.
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The Fujian Tulou Conservation Strategy: a Sino-Italian Joint Project

BRI HIRIFREERIT: PRERGTR

Wang Sh, Han 3., H. Porfyriou, M-N. Tournoux, P. Brunori
FB%, &, H. Porfyriou, IBEmEHL - B/REE, P. Brunori

The authors address the conservation and revitalisation strategy
they are developing for the Fujian Tulou World Heritage Site
in China. The built heritage of the Tulou and their associated
landscapes, have undergone huge transformations because
heritage values are not properly acknowledged. The priority
is to strengthen the assessment of heritage value to design
innovative conservation and development strategies taking both
conservation requirements and people’s lives into consideration.

Based on research conducted by the School of Architecture of
Xiamen University, the paper assesses the main challenges of the
site, and discusses the possible role of the “Recovery Handbooks',
an Italian operational tool for conservation and revitalisation, for
the safeguard of Fujian Tulou.
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Pristine Forests and Vernacular Architecture

FRISHMAN S LER

A.P. Pola, WHITRAP Shanghai
LI - =h, TREFHD (£8)

Rural areas are undergoing dramatic changes due to pressures
of urban development, abandonment, and marginalisation,
resulting in the loss of traditional knowledge, and cultural and
biological diversity. Yet, the critical role played by traditional
villages and their vast surrounding environment is now
acknowledged as a complementary counterpart to growing
cities, acting as a provider of quality environmental services and
leisure, and as a springboard for national and global values. The
interest of urban inhabitants in rural landscapes, vernacular
architectures, and traditional settlements is also rising, as
evidenced by the rapid increase of tourism in rural scenic areas
and the demand for high-quality food products grown on these
lands.

The paper observes on-the-ground practices carried out by local
communities in ethnic minority villages inside the Three Parallel
Rivers Natural World Heritage site in Yunnan to highlight the role
played by the natural environment and vernacular buildings to
stimulate local development.
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Experimental Interdisciplinary Study of Rural Cultural Heritage

SR RIBEF R

Li K., WHITRAP Beijing
=R, TXE=HO (d63)

With the expansion of cultural heritage genres and complex
interplay of their values, heritage studies are becoming
more diverse. The heritage profession has evolved from an
orthodox “curatorial” approach towards a more encompassing
“social” approach. This is the premise for the Cultural Heritage
Conservation Collaborative Workshop, organized by Peking
University in July 2019, where participants and instructors of
different professional backgrounds came together to explore the
possibility of cross-discipline collaboration through an intensive
field investigation in 2 Villages in Pingyao County.

Participants are required to learn about other heritage related
disciplines including architecture, planning, history, tourism,
sociology, anthropology, fine arts; and also, how to communicate
with other partners, who may at times have conflicting goals.
Through this teaching experience, one learned about the
intricacy of multidisciplinary teamwork and the challenges of
interdisciplinary integration; which we believe is the direction
for heritage field in the shifting era towards globalization and
digitization.
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Workshop

2019 Cultural Heritage Conservation

Collaborative Workshop

2019 biE = RIFEX S TIE 2 8IRTE

Zhang Jianwei, Ma Qinglong, Kuanghan Lee, Antonio Roberto Quiroz Soto, WHITRAP Beijing

K, D5k, FE, REH, TXEFPO (ER)
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Aiming to explore an interdisciplinary integration approach to
teaching and researching cultural heritage protection, the Peking
University 2019 Summer Course “Cultural Heritage Conservation
Collaborative Workshop” was organized and sponsored by the Peking
University School of Archaeology and Museology in cooperation with
WHITRAP Beijing, Shanxi University School of History, the Sun Yat-
Sen University Tourism College and the Natural Resources Bureau of
Pingyao, with joint funding from the “Graduate Education Innovation
Plan” by the Graduate School of Peking University and the Pingyao
International Workshop on Urban and Rural Cultural Heritage
Protection and Development.

The workshop took place in July 2019 in Jinzhong City, Shanxi
Province, with field research conducted in the East and West Geshan
villages of Dongquan Town, Pingyao County.

The results of the Collaborative Workshop were showcased at the first
Pingyao Cultural Heritage International Exchange Week, held from
2nd - 8th September, through a themed forum and exhibition. Dr. Li
Guanghan, WHITRAP Beijing, also presented its main outcomes at
the International Conference on “Vernacular & Earthen Architecture
towards Local Development” organized by ICOMOS International
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Discussion with Villagers
© WHITRAP Beijing 2019
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Committees CIAV and ISCEAH (Cf. p. 37).

The workshop brought together 46 students from 27 universities
from all around the world, and dozens of teachers and experts from
well-known universities and institutions from China and abroad.

The workshop activities were carried out in two phases. During the
first phase, participants attended lectures, formulated research
plans, and conducted investigations and surveys at East and West
Geshan villages, focusing on the inheritance and protection of
traditional rural cultural heritage in a multidisciplinary perspective
encompassing cultural heritage conservation, architecture, history,
sociology, tourism studies and other disciplines. The work included
diverse aspects: surveys of the historical layout of the villages,
investigation of traditional architecture, mapping of representative
residential and public buildings and important village nodes;
sociological surveys on villagers' social organizations, living customs,
and economic profiles; value assessment, and identification of
development factors; scenario planning, a feasibility analysis and
planning suggestions for the development of the villages' tourism
feasibility study, as well as artistic creations and documentary
filming from the perspective of cultural heritage.

The second phase focused on academic exchanges and on the
Exhibition and Forum. The theme of the exhibition was "Guidelines
for the Investigation and Protective Development of Pingyao
East and West Geshan Villages and Achievements of the Peking
University 2019 Summer Course", and was divided into 4 sections:
Encountering Pingyao, East-West Regardless, Touching Nostalgia,
Documenting Pingyao, presented in the form of exhibition panels,
VR panoramas, Chinese paintings, sculptures, documentaries and
photographic works.

The theme of the Forum, hosted by Zhang Jianwei, Executive Deputy
Director of WHITRAP Beijing, was “Interdisciplinary Experimental
Research and Interpretation of Rural Cultural Heritage'. Teachers'
and students’ representatives reported on the background, concept,
general situation, and research results of the 2019 Collaborative
Workshop. Professor Yao Wei from the Central Academy of Fine
Arts, architect Xie Yingjun, head of Changmin Building Atelier, and
Professor Shao Yong from Tongji University gave keynote speeches.
The forum was concluded by the seminar hosted by Professor
Hang Kan, where Huang Wei, Li Geng, Shao Yong, Wang Qiufan,
Xie Yingjun, Yao Wei and Wang Siwei discussed the theme of rural
studies. Dozens of East and West Geshan villagers attended the
event to express their support for the results achieved.

This workshop was an exploration based on interdisciplinary teaching
and research of cultural heritage; it was also a cross-genre artistic
creative experiment inspired by rural cultural heritage conservation.
The final exhibition presented the whole process aiming, “from
analysis to integration’, to realize interdisciplinary and inter-artistic
experimental research and interpretation of Rural Cultural Heritage.

There is increasing attention to the application of interdisciplinary
approach to protect cultural heritage, and this workshop has been
a valid pioneering effort. In the future, new editions of the Workshop
will continue to explore how to better achieve the multiplier effect of
interdisciplinary approach.
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Conference

XMU /CNR /WHITRAP Cooperation
ETIFREEERNE IMESIY

Marie-Noél Tournoux and Anna-Paola Pola, WHITRAP Shanghai

HEIEH - BRE, T - F, TXE=F0 (Li§)

Following the finalization, in June 2019, of the signature process of the
tripartite MOU between Xiamen University (XMU), the Department
of Social Sciences and Humanities, Cultural Heritage of the National
Research Council of Italy (CNR) and WHITRAP Shanghai, Anna-Paola
Pola and Marie-Noél Tournoux, undertook a joint mission to Xiamen,
Fujian Tulou and Pingyao.

In the framework of the overall cooperation theme, “Cultural Heritage
Conservation and Enhancement of Urban and Rural Settlements
Along the Maritime Silk Road”, the purpose of this mission was to
hold the first coordination meeting with all the partners on the
overall work plan, and discuss the general expected outcomes and
the implementation of the first three activities.

The coordination meeting, chaired by Prof. Wang Shaosen, Dean
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Bird-eye view
© XMU 2019
TR

© XMU 2019

of XMU School of Architecture and Civil Engineering, was an
opportunity to meet the other members from the Department of
Architecture and the other concerned departments of the University
(College of Humanities and Office of Social Science).

Related to the implementation of the first year work plan, the second
and third objectives of the mission were: undertaking a scoping field
trip to identify a case study for the implementation of a pilot activity
on the development of a conservation methodology for Fujian Tulou;
and presenting a joint paper at the CIAV & ISCEAH, International
Conference on Vernacular & Earthen Architecture towards Local
Development.

The September scoping mission allowed the joint visit of several
tulou: Gaobei, Hong-keng, Chu-xi, Hekeng, Tianluo-keng, Ta-xia

Village, Hua An, and Nan-xi. Most of these tulou are components of
the Fujian Tulou World Heritage property inscribed in 2008. XMU,
CNR and WHITRAP will jointly undertake detailed studies focusing
on an interdisciplinary assessment of their heritage value.

This work is meant to complement the existing body of research
about Fujian Tulou including not only the Tulou structures, but
also their wider setting and landscape that are essential parts of
the Tulou system. To conceive an alternative vision, capable to
overcome the tensions between conservation and development,
Fujian Toulou should be considered as complex settlements within
a unique cultural landscape with its own specific cultural, natural
and landscape values. This pilot research activity aims to elaborate
design guidelines and a conservation methodology based on the
Italian “Handbooks” and “Practice Codes” principles. Within this
project, WHITRAP will share its know-how regarding research tools
and guiding principles.
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Book Recommendation

World Heritage Craze in China

|

FR[E RVt 5 R

Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai
AZRRE - B+, TXEFH0 (L§)

China’s strategies, acts, and utilizations of World Heritage
at both global and domestic levels help us understand
not only its heritage policies but also the (..) contexts that
shape the policies.

In China, heritage has above all a nationalistic rather than

a universalistic constitution. For China this association
between heritage and the world can also be understood

as a representation of the relationship between the
Chinese sense of the past and its view of the world, b
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here is a World Heritage Craze in China. China claims to have

the longest continuous civilization in the world and is seeking
recognition from UNESCO. This book explores three dimensions of
the UNESCO World Heritage initiative with particular relevance for
China: the universal agenda, the national practices, and the local
responses. With a sociological lens, this book offers comprehensive
insights into World Heritage, as well as China's deep social, cultural,
and political structures.

Haiming Yan, Associate Research Fellow at the Chinese Academy
of Cultural Heritage and Director of Secretariat at ICOMOS China,
presents the complex dynamics driving heritage preservation in
China pointing out that “World Heritage as a world cultural model
is made possible only by the cultural translation of its universalistic
claims into national, regional, and local settings.” (p. 204)

Yan Haiming. 2018. World Heritage Craze in China, Universal Discourse, National Culture and Local
Memory. New York-Oxford: Berghahn Books. 304 pages. ISBN 978-1-78533-804-5 (elSBN 978-1-
78533-805-2).
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Book Coverpage
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Book Recommendation
China’s Covered Bridges
P E|ERAF . 7K ERYER

Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai
AxE - B+, TAEFHD (LF)

|/}

Based on decades of observation and ten years of intensive field
research throughout China, including areas rarely visited by
others, the authors and photographers of this pioneering work
document a living tradition whose roots go deeply into Chinese
history. Rather than being abandoned, as artefacts from the past,
most covered bridges in China continue serving rural communities
as places of transit, spaces for leisure and marketing, and sites for
worship. Indeed, timber covered bridges continue to be constructed
in the country.

Ronald Knapp, Professor Emeritus of geography, has written
extensively on Chinese vernacular architecture and has authored
two related books: Chinese Bridges in 2008, and America’s Covered
Bridges in 2014 with Terry Miller, an American bridge expert co-
author also of this book. Prof. Liu Jie, from Shanghai Jiao Tong
University, is the pre-eminent authority in China on timber-frame
covered bridges.

Knapp. Ronald G, Terry Miller, and Liu Jie. 2019. China’s Covered Bridges, Architecture Over Water.
Shanghai: Jiao Tong University Press. 472 pages, ISBN 978-7-313-20862-0

& In China, it is estimated that at least 3,000 covered
bridges are still standing, a number that far exceed those
elsewhere in the world.

Chinese covered bridges are also distinctive for the

presence of wooden benches running lengthwise on

either interior side of most bridges. (..) Chinese bridges
carried pedestrian who could use the bridges for

overnight shelter, as a resting place during the day, and in
urban areas for socializing. L1

€6 EMEEAY3000ERHE, XN NETBET
EHT—ER.
oh E B B 2 — NI B S 2 TR R —
LB EN A EIRE - T ARG L EIEE
1, ERSEBERE, BR2RTE R
#7354k, —

ABEENREITREZARGEH T FEE
mHE (EEaE—-LaH/ DEINSEAR B
X) , RASLHIEH, CRARTIRZRIKH
PEEREF. RSHBHHLERREILR
HIZmMERIET, MEREFASITHEK
EEFRIIEM ., RR=E . THEUREFED
Fre SERRE, FEPEIHERIERBIER

BHRE—AMEFRENE, MRS
TREEXTEZIERNNE, EHEE
FAERIER, BI20085F5M ( REH
2) M2014F5XEHFRER. A B5—1F
EXFHHARREH (EERF) o Lo, &
PR LEER LETEBAFAINAREIE, i
EPEARFRIUHEIEAN -




Lecture

Earthen Architecture: Values and

Conservation
TN MEMFRF

Simone Ricca, WHITRAP Shanghai
Az - B+, TXE=H0 (L8)

n Sept 9™ 2019, WHITRAP Shanghai hosted the lecture “Earthen

Architecture Around the World: Values, Principles & Conservation
Interventions’ by Prof. Mariana Correia, organized by Prof. Shao Yong,
college of Architecture and Urban Planning (CAUP) of Tongji University.
Prof. Correia provided a fascinating overview of the most important
earthen architectural sites, from Africa to Latin America, pointing
out the relevance and the values of these sites in the World Heritage
context, and discussing the theoretical principles and practical
solutions adopted for their conservation. Based on her worldwide
professional experience, the lecture vividly presented to the
audience the efforts paid by ICOMOS and other technical bodies for
the preservation of these fragile sites.

Biography

Prof. Mariana Correia is the President of Gallaecia University School
of Architecture and Multimedia. She is also heritage advisor for
ICOMOS, engaged in evaluating World Heritage nominations and
in technical missions in Asia, Africa, Middle East and Europe. She
regularly teaches in world heritage courses for UNESCO, ARC-WH,
ICOMOS, ICCROM and IUCN, in UAE, Norway, Bahrain and South
Sudan, as well as in Latin America, European, African and Middle
Eastern universities.

Board member of ICOMOS Portugal and Chairperson of ICOMOS-
ISCEAH, her publications include 23 books, and more than 150
papers / chapters.
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WORLD HERITAGE CATEGORY 2 CENTRES (C2C) 1 NoidiAiue mue oraiing ana

Research for the Asia and Pacific Region "
—_ S — ;& EHRSCBRIT A X RIS SHR 0
mﬁ \%}usﬁﬂz *EFIL\’\ (CZC) va\:/lWAwhitr—apAorg
2 HIST
International Centre on Space Technologies
for Natural and Cultural Heritage
BAEHRARERERASXEFTERA T

www.unesco-hist.org

= : % ARC-WH
ﬂ;“?\;‘/ B Arab Regional Centre of World Heritage
P ~ $‘“‘ www.arcwh.org

=3 4, ITRECH

International Training and Research Center on
the Economics of Culture and World Heritage
www.css-ebla.it/ (provisory)

5 AWHF
African World Heritage Fund
Website: https://awhf.net/

6 Centre for World Natural Heritage
Management and Training for the
Asia and Pacific Region
wii.gov.infunesco_category2_centre

7 CLC
Regional Heritage Management Training Centre
“Lucio Costa”. Portal.iphan.gov.br/clc
International Centre for Rock Art and
the World Heritage Convention

IRPMZ
Regional World Heritage Institute in Zacatecas
Www.unesco-zacatecas.org.mx/

10 CHEADSEA
Centre for Human Evolution, Adaptation &
Dispersals in Southeast Asia
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United Nations + World Heritage ~ The World Heritage Institute of Training and
Educational, Scientificand . Convention Research for the Asia and the Pacific Region
Cultural Organization .« under the auspices of UNESCO
BAEER. | A oKX
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The World Heritage Training and Research Institute for the Asia and Pacific Region BEEHRNARITIABRERE~ZINSHRPO

(WHITRAP) is a Category Il institute under the auspices of UNESCO. It was the (WHITRAP ) E2E&EHRSTAAN"REFNN, 25— TS
first international organization in the field of world heritage to be established B ERE R T . SRS TIARE (R

in a developing country. Mandated by the States Parties of the World Heritage NN P N e
Convention and other States Parties of UNESCO, the institute was founded to BEFEAY) HHERROKSESRYARRRE, BHTEABK

promote the conservation and development of World Heritage in Asia and Pacific HREFRIPSRE.

Region. WHITRAP has three branches in Beijing, Shanghai, and Suzhou. SEHRARTAX HFREFZ) I SHRPOBEIERE. £
:he Shanghaih(:entrhe at Tongji l;lnivdersil)lr focuses o;\ the conservation Zf c:ltural WE. BMEAROERE. BP0 (BRAZERD ) TERETHE
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erl.age SUC. as E.SUS ainable development of ancient towns and villages, F{%}Fﬁ*mﬁ, @,}Eiﬁﬁi\ *ﬂ'fgi%}F‘—ﬁﬁjﬁﬁﬁg\ Eﬂ/@mﬁ/

architectural sites, architectural complexes, and cultural landscapes. e .

N . = = s
The Beijing Centre at Peking University is in charge of natural heritage conservation, RABIHRIPUUR SRR S R0 (ERAFHRD ) 2
archaeological excavation, and management of the sites' cultural landscape. RERBAEFRP. FhZESEIERURCENERE; HM+H

The Suzhou Centre, hosted by Suzhou Municipal Government, is in charge of O (FNTERFRD ) TERSERRABATES., FIPFELR
traditional architectural craftsmanship and restoration, conservation materials FEEAEE S S5
analysis, and historic garden restoration and maintenance. . -
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