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First Conference of WHITR-AP Governing Board in Beijing

2008 £ 7 B 22 BT F , BRAERMXZ
BEE MR ST R (TARE)
(TR L) S EEEE RS AL
RAPRAT RO, RSN
BN SRR LS SR
LG, JH TP OB E T RS
BWH.

SUBBFBHBL. POEESE
B, BEBARNNTARSESASE
FRFRER, 3BREERBTALR
RPN R S, € RRBUGR
RIENHBERSRAAMANLRT RS
Wo S, REIFE. LERFM=4S
OMATEATIE T £, SisHsms
IS T Rl

ERE T SUERIHZ B,
SBR1MBETT DORE, it
BRRAIEREH T = PO
EAMAL. SERITE THEAEREN
), HBEEdTEEESHTEREE RN,
SUGEIETIE T s hi s R AR
B, FHREBORE LIRS REAR
LR oA

On May 22nd, 2008, the First Conference of
Cioverning Board of World Hertage Traming and
Research Institute for the Asia and the Pacific
Region (WHITR-AP) was held in the Peking
University Overseas Exchange Center. The confer-
ence considered the rules of procedure of
Governing Board as well as the Constitution of
WHITR-AP, with an emphasis on financing and
development strategy of WHITR-AP and other key
iS5UCs.

The conference was hosted by Mr. Zhang
Xinsheng (Chinese Vice Minister of Education and
Chairman of the Chinese National Commuission tor
UNESCO). 13 delegates from world well-known
heritage conservation institules, expers and repre-
senlatives of the government attended the meeting,
as members of the first Session of Governing
Board. Directors from the three branches (Beiping,
Shanghai, and Suzhou) were also present at the
meeting, Doctor Cai Mantang General Secretary

ol WHITR-AP, served as the Conference Secretary.

After determining the procedures and rules of the
Conference, the committee members reviewed the
Constitution line by line. During the discussion,
Mr. Zhang Xinsheng emphasized the independent
corporate body and the operations of the three
branches. The Conference then approved the list of
names for Executive Committee. The conference
also had a preliminary discussion on the develop-
ment of strategic planning for WHITR-AP, as well
as on a 2-year work schedule, the budget, and the
rules and regulations,
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Sites in World Herifage /
Tenfalive List which present
the meeating:

Imperial Paloces of the Ming
and Qing Dynasties n Bafing .
Mausolauwn of the First Qin
Emperor, Jivzhaigou Valay
Scenic and Historc inferest!
Area, Yungong Groftoes,
Imperic! Tombs of the Ming
and Qing Dynasties, Lushan
Notfional Park, Mouni
Gingcheng and he
Dujiongyan imgafion System,
Longmen Groftoe, the South
Ching Korst Region, Mount
Talshan, Peking Man Site af
Zhoukoudian, Three Parailel
Rivers of Yunnan Protected
Argas, Oid Town of Lifang.
Temple and Cemealery of
Confucius. Mogao Caves,
Temple of Heaven: an
Imperial Sacrificial Allar in
Being, Summer Palace, an
Impenal Garden in Beiffing.
Kaiping Dioolou and Villages,
Ancient City of Fing Yoo,
Mount Emei Scenic Area.
Mount Huangshan, Mouniain
Resortand its Oullving
Temples, Chengde.
Sangingshan National Park,
Wulingywan Scenic and
Histevic interest Area, Sichuan
Gianf Panda
SanctuaresClassical Gardans
of Suzhouw, Wulaishan
Mouniain, Langshan
Mounioin
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Roundtable Meeting in Beijing Focus on
'"World Heritage Protection and Sustainable Tourism'
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On July 23 2008, WHITR-AP (Shanghai Centre)
orpanized a roundtable meeting on "World Heritage
Protection and Sustainable Tourism', a significant
theme in a series of forums on World Heritage
conservation, During the meeting, Mr. SHAN
Jixiang, Dhrector of State Administration of
Cultural Heritage, gave an overview of the condi-
tion of damaged cultural heritages in the aftermath
of the Sichuan Earthguake and the great efforts
people have put into the rebuilding process.
Participants came from the 29 admimstration
departments of World Heritage sites and tentative
sites, from places such as the Impenal Palace, the
Mogao Caves, the Mountain Resort and its
Outlying Temples of Chengde, the Temple and
Cemetery of Confusius and the Kong Family
Mansion in Qufu, the Ancient City of Ping Yao,
the Old Town of Lijiang, and others. The repre-
sentatives shared their thoughts on the registration
procedures of the World Heritage List, the techni-
calities of heritage site management, and the cur-
rent situation of World Heritage protection and
sustainable tourism in China. Inspired by the suc-
cess of this meeting, at the end many of the partici-
pants proposed the establishment of a special
World Heritage Forum for the Asia and Pacific
Region

This meeting marked the first ime so many
Chinese World Heritage sites managers gathered
together to freely discuss such topics. Participants
actively expressed their opinions and offered sug-
gestions on the topic of "World Heritage
Protection and Sustainable Tourism'. After numer-
ous discussions, they brought up their own prob-
lems in the process of site protection and tourism
management, and came up with related solutions.
Other sites took this opportunity to learn these new
strategies. Indeed, the establishment of a World
Heritage Forum for the Asia and Pacific Region
would definitely contribute to further cooperation
and development of world heritage protection in

this region.
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World Heritage Experts Visited Wutai Mountain
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On the 32nd Session of World Heritage Commitfes
Meeling in Quebec, Fuion Tuow {Culturol Hertage)
onel Mouni Sangingshan Nafional Park (Natural
Harfoge] were succasiuly inscribed on the Wond
RHevitoge Lis, riing the number of Chingie properties in
Wowld Harifoge List fo 37,

Fram Ocl. 241 o 246th 2008, the intémational
Acaderic Spmpasum of Consanvalion and
Surioinoble Development of Vifage Cullural
Landscape will be held In Guithouw, If will discuss voluss
ond significances of vitoge culfunal londicope,
conservotion fechnigues, sustonobie developmen!
modes and case sfudies, providing procticol and
valuioble suggesitions for the consanvafion of village
cuthurcl faancts o,

O Sep |, 2008. Ms. Song Lualon, Vice Drochon of
Microsolf Research Asg (MEBA), povd o vist fo WHITR
AP [Shanghai], This visit aims fo pursie o el under-
standing with WHITR-AP (Shanghol and possibilty of
cooparttion af inferdisciplingry research in the fieid of
culiura herloge consaryation,

From Sep. 8th o 12th, 2008, for the application of
mixed property on World Heritage List, a group of
international experts were invited to take a research
tour in Wutai Mountain, including Shintaro Sugio,

Japanese expert on culture heritage evaluation,
representatives from Ministry of Housing and
Urban-Rural Development of the People's Repubilic
of China, State Administration of Cultural Heritage,
and WHITR-AP, and professors from Pekin
University and Tsinghua University.

Prof. Lu Zhou from Tsinghua University first gave a
brief introduction on Ru, Shi, and Dao culture of
Wutai Mountain with the combination of cynical
reality and religious culture, and the conservation
status of the heritage such as the Buddhist temples,
murals, inscriptions, statues, and pagodas. Besides,
Mr. Shintaro Sugio had a preliminary discussion for
the issue around the buffer zones, the definition of
the management scopes. Mr. Jim Thorsell put an
emphasis on the community involvements and pub-
lic participation, which is the focus of [UCN in
recent period. And he not only had a discussion with
local monks and citizen, but launched a detail record
for rock and its stratum of Wutai Mountain in differ-
ent age.

During the field survey, Mr, Jim Thorsell highly
regarded the management system of Wutai
Mountain, He expressed that Wutai Mountain should
further improve its management of tourists as well
as control tourist amount, in order to cope with the
future increasing number of tourists afier its alloca-
tion on the World Heritage List. He also emphasized
the importance of public participation of local resi-
dents, and made suggestions on the tentative list of
China, that through extensive participation of exte-
rior experts, we make comparative study on the sites
on tentative list, to prepare for the application off
world heritage sites.
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Draft Program:

a. Introduction fo the infernational
context of conservation

b, Introduetion to the Warld
Heritage Convention

c. Basic principles and definittons off
management

d. Developing management plans
for heritage properties

e. Participatory approaches to
management

I Understanding and expressing
values

£ Authenticity and integriry

h. Deciding on the boundaries of the
E1

i. Legal and administrative context
of the sie

J Bocumentation of the site

k. Toels for analvsis of key issues
affecting the site

1. Drgaster rigk reduchon and
carltieral heritage

m. Developing responscs lo
mangenent issies

n. Principles of montonng
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Dynamic of the International Training Course on Management

Planning for Cultural Heritage
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The first international training course on
Management Planning for Cultural Heritage is co-
organized by WHITR-AP and ICCROM. [t will be
held from 24 Nov. to Dec. 6 in Shanghai, China.

By the end of June, WHITR-AP has received over
70 applications from 37 countries worldwide.
Most of the applicants are advanced professionals
with rich practical experience. They play an active
role in the protection and admimstration of World
Heritage sites in their countries. Based on the
requirements of course, the panel from ICCROM
and WHITR-AP have selected 21 professionals
represented their countries in the course. The
international training course is composed of class-
room and on-site lectures. The teaching staff
includes the experts from ICCROM and well-
known professors from distinguished universities
and organization. At the same time, a range of
learning strategies drawing upon participants' own
professional knowledge constitute an essential part
in the program, through case studies, discussions,
presentations and group work.. The course will
also address the principles, methodology, analysis
and procedures for preparing an appropriate man-
agement plans.

This course responds to the training needs of heri-
tage protection in relation 1o the UNESCO
Periodic Report for the Asian and the Pacific. Itis
a solid program o fulfill the objectives of WHITR-
AP 1o promote the overall capability of conserva-
tion in the region. Under close cooperation with
ICCROM, the course will provide an opportunity
for the participants to learn and communicate
effectively in terns of conservation and manage-
ment of heritage sites,
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Dujiangyan, Sichuan
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‘Tai'an Old Town Post-Disaster Reconstruction Guideline,

At the end of August, 2008, **Tai’an Old Town
Post-Disaster Reconstruction Guideling in
Dujiangyan, Sichuan® was completed jointly by
WHITR-AP (Shanghai) and Shanghai Tongji
Urban Planning and Design Institute. Tai*an Old
Town was situated in the bulTer zone of World
Cultural Heritage, Mount QingCheng  Dujiangyan
Irrigation System. Al the 5.12 Sichuan earthquake,
Tai'an was one of the places that have suflered the
greatest damage in Dujiangyan Area, with more
than 80% commercial buildings and residences
severely or moderately destroyed, and some parts
of the public buildings, like the Buddhist statue
and wall paintings also were damaged.

The research aims 1o “re-construct the hometown,
improve the physical functions, and beautify the
landscape’. 1t discussed the possibility of improv-
ing the general function, traffic network and infra-
structure of the town, and advocates 10 organize
self-reconstruction by the local residents under the
reasonable planning guidelines (o the restoration
and reconstruction of all the 87 damaged houses al
town. It also discusses the topic on how to inte-
arate the local traditional architectural styles into
the post-disaster reconstruction process, and helps
to define four different building categories: o,
Those that own the traditional architectural fea-
tures and need 1o be renovated; b, Those that both
the overall building styles and the details are need-
ed 10 be reconstructed according 1o the local styles;
¢. Those that can be harmonized with the local
styles through appropriate decoration in the reno-
vation or reconstruction process; d. Those new
buildings with the traditional cultural sense
through new design ideas. According to the above
categories, the local residents could renovate or

rebuilt their homes and contnbute to the conserva-

tion of the local architectural character.
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The Bamiyan Valley:

During the 27th Session of the
World Heritage Commities, the
Culturn] Landscape amd
Amchaeological Remains of the
Bamiyun Valley was added to the
List of World Heritage in Danger st
the same time it was inscibed oo
the World Heritage List. The site is
currently in dire need of conserva-
thinit, consdering than i has suifered
(rvam abandinment and miliry
conflict, including dynamite
explosions, Major dangers include
the risk of imminent collapse of the
niches that hold remnants of
Buddhist statues, further deteriora.
tien of the mural paimtings in the
caves, and looting snd illicit
excavation.
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World Heritage in Danger
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World Heritage in Danger was drawn up in accor-
dance with the Convention Concerning the
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage. World Heritages will be added to the List
if they suffer severe or special threats, These
threats are divided into two categories, the
Influence of Human Activities and Natural
Disasters:

Influence of Human Activities:

I} Massive public or private engincering, un-
checked tourist development, and uncontrolled
urbanization

11} Damage caused by utilization or alteration of
the land

[T} Radical alteration of World Heritage Sites
IV) Abandonment of World Heritage Sites

V) Armed conflict and war

Natural Disasters:

1) Conflagrations, earthquakes, or landslides

11} Volcanic eruptions

111} Floods and (sunamis

If a site loses the characteristics that determined its
initial inscription onto the World Heritage List, the
World Herttage Committee will add the site 1o the
List of World Heritage in Danger, waming and
urging the site's managers and officials to step up
preservation efforts, This helps pressure the man-
aging departments and the government, affecting a
nation’s regarding World Heritage protection.

So far around 30 endangered sites, mainly located
in developing countries, are inscribed on the List of
World Heritage in Danger {information taken from
the World Heritage Center) .
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Mount Sanqgingshan National Park
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Mount Sangingshan National Park is a granite moun-
tain rising steeply at 1,819.9 meters and covering a
total area of 229.5 km2 in northeast Jiangxi Province,
China. [t boasts stunningly beautiful seenery, and is
tich in natural resources. The mountain is character-
ized by a forest of stone peaks, shaped by natural 1o
resemble remarkably life-like forms. This unique
landscape is complemented with rare species of trees,
forested slopes, and impressive meteorological phe-
nomena

With a geological history of over | billion years,
Mount Sangingshan National Park 1s a record of the
garth’s evolution. |15 stones are lestament to the
combinationand eventual break-up of the
MNeoproterozoic Rodinia supercontinent, the global
lee Age of the Cryogenian period, the beginnings of
life in the later Palacozoic penod, and the intraconti-
nental subduction and emolacement of granite in the
Mesozoic period. Not only is the park a natural labo-
ratory for the study of the related factors and evolu-
tionary processes responsible for these distinctive
granite landforms, but it also is a home for many rare
and endangered flora and fauna. From a geological,
ecological and biodiverse perspective, Mount
Sangingshan National Park is a treasure trove of
extremely high scientific significance in the Asia and
the Pacific region.

Mount Sangingshan National Park was inscribed on
the World Heritage List as a nature property in 2008
for its value ns Superlative natural phenomena or

natural beauty,
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